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2008 Commencement Speakers Announced

Farnsworth
Gives Kroepsch
Award Talk
LIZ MILLER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Philanthropist Susan Berresford, climate change innovator Warren M. Washington, literary scholar Pauline Yu and Nobel Laureate Phillip Sharp will receive
honorary degrees at this year's commencement ceremony.
ELIZA REED & REGINA TAVANI
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF & MANAGING NEWS
EDITOR

This year’s honorary degree recipients will in¬
clude former Ford Foundation President Susan
Berresford, RNA researcher Phillip Sharp, climate
change specialist Warren M. Washington and East
Asian literary scholar Pauline Yu.
Each will receive their degree and deliver speech¬
es at the College’s 142nd Commencement ceremony,
which will be held May 25.
The Doctor of Humane Letters degree will be
conferred to Susan Berresford, who, in her tenure as
Ford Foundation President from 1996 to 2007, has
served as a major philanthropic leader.
Berresford directed billions of dollars in grant
money toward causes aimed at reducing poverty
and injustice and promoting democracy, interna¬
tional cooperation and human achievement. During
the 1970s, she advocated directing the foundation’s
grant money toward civil rights and feminist pro¬
grams.
In addition to her work with the Ford Foun¬
dation, Berresford serves as chair of United States
Artists, another grant-making organization. She is a
member of the European Foundation Centre’s Gov¬
erning Council and is a philanthropic consultant for
The New York Community Trust.
Though no longer president, Berresford still
leads projects for the Ford Foundation including the
U.S.-Vietnam Dialogue Group on Agent Orange/Di¬
oxin.
Berresford is also the recipient of the 2007 John
W. Gardner Leadership Award from the Independent
Sector, which is- a professional association for grant¬

making organizations such as the Ford Foundation.
Nobel Laureate and RNA researcher Phillip Sharp
will be awarded a Doctor of Science degree.
Sharp, who studies the molecular biology under¬
lying gene expression in relation to cancer, is cur¬
rently a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, where he has conducted a significant
amount of his research.
He has worked at and served as director of the
MIT Center for Cancer Research and led the Univer¬
sity’s Department of Biology for a number of years.
In 2000, he became founding director of the McGov¬
ern Institute.
Sharp won the 1993 Nobel Prize for his contribu¬
tions to the understanding of gene structure. He has
authored more than 360 papers and co-founded two
pharmaceuticals, Biogen Idee and Alnylam, the lat¬
ter of which is developing RNAi-based therapeutics.
RNAi, or RNA interference, is a function involv¬
ing molecules switching genes on and off. RNAi is
currently a focal point of research at Sharp’s lab and
has the potential to lead to a new category of thera¬
peutics for cancer.
Sharp is also an elected member of the National
Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Medicine, the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the
American Philosophical Society.
Warren Washington, the head of the Climate
Change Research Section at the National Center for
Atmospheric Research (NCAR), will also receive a
Doctor of Science degree.
During his 45-year tenure at the NCAR, he has
helped counsel five U.S. presidents on issues and
policies of climate change. In 2007, his group at the
NACR shared in receiving the Nobel Peace Prize for
their contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change.
Washington's primary work has involved devel¬
oping computer models that predict atmospheric
and climate conditions. More recently, Washington
has worked to integrate ocean and sea ice physics
into his earlier models.
Washington has served on many governmental
advisory boards including the president’s National
Advisory Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere
from 1974-1984, and the LIS, Secretary of Energy’s
advisory board from 1990-1993. He served a six-year
term, starting in 1995, on the National Science Board,
which provides science-related advice to Congress
and the White House. He is currently serving on the
secretary of energy’s Biological and Environmental
Research Advisory Committee.
Washington served as chair for the advisory pan¬
el for the 1986 film “Climate Puzzle,” which was pro¬
duced by the PBS television series “Planet Earth."
Washington has produced over 120 publications,
including the commonly referenced textbook, “An
Introduction to Three-Dimensional Climate Model¬
ing." which he co-authored with Claire Parkinson.
The degree of Doctor of Letters will be awarded
to distinguished East Asian literary Scholar and criti¬
cal thinker, Pauline Yu.
Since 2003, Yu has been president of the Ameri¬
can Council of Learned Societies. The council
aids research in the social sciences and humanities
through providing conference grants, individual fel¬
lowships and international scholarly exchange. Yu
currently serves as adjunct senior research scholar
and visiting professor of East Asian languages and
cultures at Columbia University.
See COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS, page 2

leed, Lots-to-Gardens Program Each Receive Annual
Stringfellow Award for Impact on Local Community
MATT MARIENTHAL
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

This year’s Stringfellow Award was
presented to Erin Reed ’08 and the
community-based organization Lotsto-Gardens, of which she has been an
integral part during her four years at
Bates.
The award, named in honor of
William Stringfellow ’49, is given on
an annual basis to a Bates organiza¬
tion or student as well as a Maine
organization or citizen that has dem¬
onstrated significant work in social
justice.
The award reflects the ideals of
Stringfellow, a prorhinent lawyer and
theologian, who, as Multifaith Chap¬
lain Bill Blaine-Wallace noted, exem¬

plified “justice and peace in this coun¬
try and around the world.”
Reed has been an active partici¬
pant in the Bates and Lewiston com¬
munities since she arrived in Maine.
She is a Student Volunteer Fellow at
the Harward Center for Community
Partnership, where she works 8-10
hours per week, organizing a num¬
ber of volunteer programs provided
by Bates.
*
She works closely with the Trin¬
ity Jubilee Center, which functions as
a soup kitchen and runs after-school
programs.
At Bates, Reed has served as an
influential part of a number of orga¬
nizations including New World Co¬
alition, OUTfront and People Eating
Plants. As coordinator, she helped

INSIDE
Recylcemania! Participation Still Low
Stillman and Rand remain in the lead after week five.
• Page 2

fund raise and organize other educa¬
tional events.
In 2007, the Harward Center gave
Reed a grant in order to “organize the
summer programming for a non-forprofit bike ship called Spoke Folks
Bike Shop.” The shop provided free
repairs for kids at local community
centers.
Lots-to-Gardens is an organiza¬
tion that aims to provide healthy food
and build strong communities. They
achieve these goals by planting gar¬
dens in urban settings.
Most of their gardens are located
in apartment side-beds. This helps
families become self sufficient, in¬
stead of depending on grocery stores
for their fruits and vegetables, as well
as more aware of their eating habits.
Currently, their gardens are serving
oyer 60 families and senior citizens.
The organization of Lots-to-Gar-

Independent Study Proves Popular Short Term Alternative
LIZ MILLER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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dens depends on many members of
the community who typically do not
serve in leadership roles. The pro¬
gram enfranchises teenagers and lowincome individuals by providing them
with important positions. This has
motivated residents to become more
involved within their community.
The program also inspires altru¬
ism, because youth often work to
grow food for those who would oth¬
erwise not be able to afford it.
Reed has worked there since her
freshman year.
Currently, there are 15 gardens
within the Lewiston area sponsored
by Lots-to-Gardens, and they hope to
expand.
Lots-to-Gardens is always
looking for short and long term volun¬
teers to help them with their cause.
Reed said receiving the Stringfel¬
low Award was a great honor for both
Lots-to-Gardens and herself.

Winner of the 2008 Kroepsch Award
for Excellence in Teaching, Professor of
English Robert Farnsworth spoke last
Wednesday on the reciprocal process of
understanding poetry. In a talk entitled
“Pssth Poems Teach Themselves,” Farn¬
sworth, an accomplished poet, demon¬
strated his accomplishments through a
stimulating articulation of the virtues
between teaching and poetry.
Jill Reich, Dean of Faculty and Vice
President for Academic Affairs, intro¬
duced Farnsworth, affirming that he
was the kind of educator all seek to be.
Reich stated that he “brings the intensity
and integrity of his poems to his teach¬
ing.”
Farnsworth’s lecture intended to
dispel some of the anxieties people feel
surrounding the immense implications
of poetry, and to walk his audience
through three poems: William Butler
Yeats’ “Among Schoolchildren,” Eliza¬
beth Bishop’s “Poem,” and Ross Gay’s
“It Starts at Birth.”
Farnsworth wanted to acknowledge
the postulation that not only do people
teach poems, but that poems teach
themselves. “Once they’ve gotten into
your blood, poems do teach themselves.
The words, the lines tell each other more
complex and subtle tilings, just by being
in proximity within a living person.. .AH
I want for my students, writers and read¬
ers both, is that those poems they bear
inside keep challenging and comforting
and troubling and delighting them as
long as they live,” he said.
“The whole point of life is to be both
unsettled and in the process of becom¬
ing more aware, and teaching on a col¬
lege campus gives one the chance to be
and do this,” noted Farnsworth, who has
been teaching at Bates since 1990, in an
interview conducted after his talk.
“I conceived of my responsibility
in the talk as a matter of somehow try¬
ing to demonstrate how I habitually en¬
courage students, especially the writers
I work with, but others as well, to read;
how I’d urge them to think about po¬
ems,” he said
Farnsworth has published two
collections from Wesleyan University
Press, entitled “Three or Four Hills and
a Cloud” and “Honest Water.” His ac¬
complishments in writing have won
him a P.E.N. New England Discovery
Award (2005) and a National Endow¬
ment for the Arts Fellowship in Poetry
(1989-1990). During the summer of
2006, he was the poet-in-residence at
The Frost Place in Franconia, N.H.
In referencing his acceptance of the
award, Farnsworth admitted, “Public
adulation does make me a little nervous
or embarrassed, but I’m happy to accept
the award in the spirit in which it was
given. It acknowledges the time and en¬
ergy I put into teaching, and into trying
to find ways to get literature, especially
poetry, to speak to many people.”
Georgia Nigro, Whitehouse Pro¬
fessor of Psychology and Farnsworth’s
wife, received the award in 1989.
The Ruth M. and Robert H. Kroep¬
sch Award was established in 1985 by
the late Robert H. Kroepsch ’33 and
continues to honor members of the fac¬
ulty for their outstanding performances
as teachers. It recognizes faculty mem¬
bers’ ability to find an intersection be¬
tween teaching and scholarship and fos¬
ter a desire to learn among students.

Most students love Short Term be¬
cause it is a liberated time when they
are allowed to be creative and do their
own thing. Yet, there is often confusion
among students as to the regulations of
Short Term and over who exactly is al¬
lowed to remain on campus for access
to Dining Services and housing.
According to the Student Hand¬
book, Short Term is a “period of fo¬
cused academic study when students
on campus are engaged in structured
coursework.” However, there are other
options open for students besides reg¬
istering for a Short Term unit, some of
which people are not normally aware
of.
James Reese, Associate Dean of
Students, said that there are five prem¬
ises under which students are allowed

to stay on campus. The first is enroll¬
ment in a Short Term class. The sec¬
ond constitutes participating in “sport
term,” during which a student may stay
on campus until their sport’s season
ends. The next two options are either
assisting a faculty member in research
or acting as a teaching assistant to a
faculty member, under which they must
sign a form saying they will do at least
20 hours of work per week. Finally,
any graduating senior who has already
completed three Short Term units and
needs to stay on campus for approved
work or voluntary work is permitted to
stay on campus.
Independent studies are one of the
most popular alternatives to a regular
course. Dean Reese noted that he sees
independent studies as “a way that cre¬
ative projects surface here.”
An example of someone complet¬
ing anindependent study during Short

Term 2008 is the Greg Waters Band,
which will use the five weeks to record
a CD of original music. Utilizing equip¬
ment and space under the name of the
Bates Musicians Alliance, the group re¬
ceived approval for production under
the head of the Music Department. Ac¬
cording to Dan Arsnow ’10, the drum¬
mer of the band, the responsibilities of
the group include not only recording,
production, composition and perfor¬
mance, but also community outreach.
“We are also working simultane¬
ously with people in the community
who want to learn about the record¬
ing process and other particulars of the
music world,” Arsnow said.
Independent Studies are a popular
Short Term alternative, however, with
approximately 50 students applying
each year, only 15 or so are granted the
opportunity to complete one during a
given Short Term. “The faculty memSee SHORTTERM, page 2
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Recyclemania! Competition in Home Stretch
AFROZ BAIG
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Recyclemania!, a competition that
encourages students across campus
to recycle at higher rates, is currently
in its fifth week. The event runs from
Feb. 4 to April 4, excluding the weeklong break in February.
Environmental Coordinator Julie
Rosenbach, who is leading the effort,
said, “Recycling rates in our student
residence halls are extremely low, and
they are only marginally better in stu¬
dent houses. Recyclemania! is geared
at focusing a spotlight on recycling in
a positive, spirited way. My hope is
that students start encouraging each
other to recycle more and dissuading
their peers from contaminating recy¬
cling bins with trash.”
This year, Emily Grady TO is serv¬
ing as assistant to Rosenbach, and
Lucy Piacenza ’08, Beth Lakin ’08,
Christine Arsnow ’08, Kevin Thorson
TO, Hannah Roebuck TO, Jen Lin¬
ton ’08, Lindsay Swan ’ll and Rob
Friedman ’ll are working as student
EcoReps, whose primary responsibil¬
ity is to weigh the recycled materials
accumulating from all the houses and
dorms.
Items that count as recycled goods
include mixed paper, returnable cans
and bottles, newspapers and maga¬
zines, *2 plastic, glass and tin. Each
week data is collected and recorded,
and on April 4, the house and dorm
that have recycled the most per capita
will not only have bragging rights, but
all residents will walk away with a $5
gift certificate to Nezinscot Farm.
“You’re hearing a lot about cli¬
mate change, depletion of fossil fuel
resources, and pollution associated
with landfills and waste incineration.

Believe it or not recycling makes a big
difference,” said Rosenbach.
Rosenbach warned students to
be vigilant about where they discard
their trash. If trash is discarded into
the blue bins designated for recycling
then the entire load of recycling be¬
comes contaminated, she said.
Currently, the house with the most
recycled goods per capita is Stillman.
The dormitory with the most recycled
goods per capita is Rand Hall. For
those houses and dorms looking to
catch up, Rosenbach has insightful
advice.
Pizza boxes may be recycled; how¬
ever, food bits inside must be thrown
out beforehand. Additionally, the box¬
es should be placed under “cardboard
recycling.” Cardboard boxes from 12
and 24 packs of beverages can be re¬
cycled in the mixed paper bin. The
key to recycling cans and bottles, she
said, is to dispose of all liquids inside
of them before throwing them in the
recycling bin.
“Recyclemania! is a huge under¬
taking and cannot be successful un¬
less the entire student body is partici¬
pating. It’s really hard to get people
excited about recycling, so our results
haven’t been great. This has all been
a learning process for the coming
years, where we can hopefully get Re¬
cyclemania! on everyone’s mind,” said
Friedman.
As part of Recyclemania!, the En¬
vironmental Coordinator’s Office held
the Trashion Show in Commons last
Wednesday. The show featured stu¬
dents wearing fashion designed from
“trash.” Through promotional events
such as the Trashion Show, the Envi¬
ronmental Coordinator’s Office hopes
to inspire more students to participate
in the effort to recycle.

STAFF WRITER
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Senior Kate Harmsworth-Morrissey
is a double major in French and his¬
tory. Her strong French background
influenced her history thesis, which
compares media representation of the
Rwandan genocide in French and U.S.
newspapers over the past 14 years.
Harmsworth-Morrissey first became
interested in the Rwandan genocide
during her semester abroad in Grenoble,
France, last fall. In Grenoble, Harms¬
worth-Morrissey took a course on the
aftermath of French colonization and
noticed that “the French paint a glossedover version of African colonization.”
When she returned to campus, Harms¬
worth-Morrissey took a French seminar
on the Rwandan Genocide, which fur¬
ther piqued her interest in the subject.
After the seminar, HarmsworthMorrissey was moved to pursue peace¬
keeping efforts in Rwanda. She and two
other Bates students received a Kath¬
ryn Wasserman Davis Grant, part of a
fund that Davis established on her 100th
birthday called “100 Projects for Peace.”
Students from 85 colleges competed for
grants to “design their own grass roots
projects for peace that they themselves
will implement anywhere in the world”
(www. kwd 100projectsforpeace.org).
Harmsworth-Morrissey and the two
other students traveled to Rwanda in the
summer of 2007 to work the Gitagata
Center for Street Children, an orphanage
filled with children who had been left
parentless by the genocide.
The Bates students’ grant proposal
outlined a photography project for the
Rwandan children that would allow

Yu has written a significant number
of articles on classical Chinese poetry,
comparative literature and literary the¬
ory. She is also the author or editor of
five books, including “The Reading of
Imagery in the Chinese Poetic Tradi¬
tion” and “The Poetry of Wang Wei.”
In 2007, she was awarded the Wil¬
liam Riley Parker Prize for the best ar¬
ticle in the PMLA, the journal of literary
scholarship of the Modern Language
Association. She has also earned fel¬
lowships from the Guggenheim Foun¬
dation, the National Endowment for the
^Lumanities^nd^he^mericar^Counc^
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Harmsworth-Morrisey Studies
History of Representation of
Rwandan Genocide in Leftist
French and U.S. Newspapers

them to express their creativity in a me¬
dium that was not usually available to
them. Upon their arrival, however, the
Rwandan government informed the stu¬
dents that they would not be allowed
to take photographs at the Center. “The
Rwandan government wanted to portray
a certain image of the Center,” Harms¬
worth-Morrissey said, “and wanted to
have control over that image.”
This experience made HarmsworthMorrissey wonder more about interna¬
tional media portrayal of the Rwandan
genocide. Though Rwanda was a Bel¬
gian colony, France was a powerful in¬
fluence in the country and the negative
aftershocks of colonial rule still trouble
the nation today. It is believed that the
French supported Rwanda’s president
Juvenal Habyarimana, whose Hum re¬
gime established a foundation for the
genocide. Extremist members of Habyarimana’s government instigated the
genocide when the president’s plane
was shot down in April 1994. Harms¬
worth-Morrissey knew that “much Afri¬
can violence [that arises in the aftermath
of colonialism] is attributed to tribalism”
and decided to compare French news¬
paper coverage of the genocide to U.S.
newspaper coverage to investigate the
extent to which the French government
skewed details and misplaced blame in
the Rwandan genocide.
Harmsworth-Morrissey chose four
leftist newspapers from each country.
She made selections based on news¬
papers with which she is familiar from
her semester abroad and her reading in
the U.S. She decided to pick all leftist
newspapers to keep the comparison as
simple as possible.
Harmsworth-Morrissey
investigat¬
ed three aspects of the genocide. She

Commencement Speakers
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of Learned Societies.
She serves as an elected member of
the Committee of 100, a national non¬
partisan organization composed of
Chinese Americans who have achieved
positions of leadership, which ad¬
dresses important issues concerning
the Chinese-American community and
issues affecting U.S.-China relations.
She serves on the board of trustees
of both the National Humanities Center
and the Asian Cultural Council. She
also serves on the board of overseers
of Harvard University, the board of di¬
rectors of the Teagle Foundation and
the Scholars’ Council of the Library of
Congress.

3 “PEAP” Grants to Fund Faculty
Teaching Projects Involving Community
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

first looked at President Habyarimana’s
plane crash in April 1994, the event
that incited Hum extremists to begin
the genocide. She also examined antiChristian acts during the genocide (such
as battles within churches) which the
French media may have used to em¬
phasize the tribal nature of the conflict.
Finally, Harmsworth-Morrissey looked at
Operation Turquoise, a French initiative
to establish a relief station for genocide
victims on the border of Zaire.
“These camps were controversial,”
Harmsworth-Morrissey explained, “be¬
cause a number of Hums flocked to
them, making the tribe that instigated
the genocide appear to be victims.”
Harmsworth-Morrissey added that Op¬
eration Turquoise was also controversial
because the “French government had a
dubious involvement in the genocide
aftermath as a result of their supposed
support of President Habyarimana.”
After carefully reading and analyz¬
ing articles about the genocide, Harms¬
worth-Morrissey determined that neither
“country of origin, nor historical/political
leaning [of a particular newspaper] dic¬
tated its treatment of the genocide.” She
did find, however, that some newspa¬
pers changed their attitude towards the
genocide as time went on. For example,
Harmsworth-Morrissey found that “the
Washington Post was initially critical of
the French government because of its
previous involvement [in President Hab¬
yarimana’s regime] but became more ac¬
cepting over time.” Despite her findings,
Harmsworth-Morrissey believes that one
“must be wary of the sources [she] is
consulting, because there may be mo¬
tives behind what is being reported. Of¬
ten an event is more complex than [the
media] makes it out to be.”

Three Bates faculty members have
received a total of $11,223 in Publicly
Engaged Academic Project (PEAP)
grants from the Harward Center for
Community Partnerships. The recipients
are Myron Beasley, Visiting Assistant
Professor of American Cultural Studies
and African American Studies, Carol
Dilley, Assistant Professor of Dance and
Mike Retelle, Professor of Geology.
The PEAP grants offer substantial
financial support to Bates faculty and
staff that will facilitate “publicly en¬
gaged teaching, research, cultural and
other community projects.”
According to the Harward Center’s
website, the grant’s possible uses in¬
clude but are not limited to transpor¬
tation, publication or presentation of
findings or results and stipends and
salaries for support staff and “special
skills” staff.
Each of the selected faculty mem¬
bers made a specific project proposal,
and their projects are as diverse as their
fields of expertise. However, the proj¬
ects are linked by their commitment to
moving the Bates education beyond the
borders of campus while simultaneous¬
ly incorporating the local community,
culture and landscape.
“The diversity of the projects
funded by these grants underscores
the creativity with which Bates fac¬
ulty link public engagement to
their teaching, research and artistic
work... The range of publicly engaged

Short Term
Alternatives

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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bers are understandably protective of
their time over Short Term,” explained
Reese.
“There is always an ongoing com¬
mon expression about the efficiency
of Short Term... critiquing the ways it
doesn’t work well,” Reese said.
it.' response to that, the College
encourages students with any ideas to
share them. Noted Reese, “There are
always opportunities for rich conver¬
sation of how Short Term can be uti¬
lized.”

academic work represented in these
grants is impressive,” said David Scobey,
director of the Harward Center, in a re¬
cent press release.
Professor Beasley’s project is a Short
Term course called “What Androscog¬
gin County Eats.” The course strives
to examine cross-cultural foodways in
the area and will present a “performa¬
tive meal” in conjunction with Museum
L/A.
Professor Dilley earned her grant
for “FAB: Franco-American Bates Dance
Showcase,” a performance that will be
co-produced by the Bates dance pro¬
gram and the Franco-American Heritage
Center. The show will feature dancers
from Bates as well other choreogra¬
phers and presenters from the region.
Professor Retelle was awarded a
PEAP grant for his proposed project
called “An Environmental Archive of
Seawall Beach.” This project is focused
on climate change and will consist of
Bates students and Midcoast conserva¬
tion advocates teaming up to monitor
and research the progressing climate in¬
fluence on the beaches, dunes and salt
marshes near the Bates-Morse Mountain
Conservation Area.
Among other characteristics, these
projects were selected for the “quality,
rigor and feasibility of the proposed
work” and the “quality of the collabora¬
tion with, or benefit to, the larger com¬
munity,” according to the Harward Cen¬
ter website.
This is the first of two rounds
of grants that will be awarded for
2007-2008.

Roger Williams May Be Demolished
as Part of Next Construction Phase
MATT MARIENTHAL

The Bates College Stu¬
dent Government passed
legislation at Monday
night's meeting allowing
them to re-elect the Vice
President of Student Clubs. Previously,
only club leaders had the opportunity to
vote in these elections. This was prob¬
lematic because it was deemed a poor
representation of the student body, and
many representatives voted twice be¬
cause they are leaders of more then one
club. With the new legislation, the en¬
tire student body is able to vote in the
election. Nominations for the election
will be accepted starting tomorrow, and
. elections will be held next week.

»_t

Several committees also gave brief
updates. The Architecture Selection
Committee chose an architect to re-de¬
sign the Bill and Hedge next year. It is
a firm from New Hampshire. The Selec¬
tion Committee urged student involve¬
ment “if they care what happens with
Hedge and the Bill,” said Student Body
President Paul Suitter ’09The Bill may or may not be tom
down, and student input could strongly
influence this decision. The R.A. will
likely form a student committee con¬
cerning the issue in the near future.
The selected architect firm does not
currently have any concrete plans.
The Committee on Committees was
able to fill all of their positions, and they
will present to the R.A. next week. Last,
President Paul Suitter will be speaking
with Security in order to attempt to hold
the parking lottery before next Friday.
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True Life: I am an Insomniac

Looking Ahead to

MARIAM ALAM

the Unknown
JOHN MILEY
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

On a ride home this
weekend I realized that
the most of who I am
today is because of two
things: education and
parenting. This dual mode of develop¬
ment has pushed me forward through 22
years of life. It has led me here, writing
this article instead of doing homework,
wondering what I will ever do for a job.
The drive home for me is three hours,
and I’ve done it countless times. But this
time, the drive triggered the memory of
the first time I came up with my dad. A lit¬
tle over four years ago, the drive seemed
strange and the three hours lasted much
longer. It’s funny how familiarity with a
place, after four years, can completely
change the way you see it.
Sportswriters call it parity, believers
in destiny call it fate, literary theorists call
it irony, but I just call it pretty neat. There
was something fitting about the drive
home on Friday, as the semester screech¬
es to a frantic close. I remembered how
I felt the first time, how alien everything
was way back, when I needed a map to
navigate Bates.
Looking back, it’s easy to think about
how my life could have been different
if I didn’t end up here. The good thing
is that I only think about how it would
have been worse, not better, if I didn’t
end up here at Bates. Sometimes people
criticize Bates, unhappy with the policies,
the facilities or our social life. These peo¬
ple forget our distinct ability to party in
the hallways, something that most other
schools are unable, or simply unwilling,
to do. The one thing I’ve always been
unable to criticize is the academics. The
education has changed the way I think
about things and really made me who I
am today.
The next step is using this education
in the workforce. There’s no doubt we
have something special here; the only is¬
sue is where my abilities - whatever they
are - will take me into the future, (off in
the distance, someone hears Andy Richter
saying, “the future, Conan?”). I just need
to take everything I learned and pour it
into some profession. It’s a scary thing to
consider. My dream used to be to some¬
how find a way to model for J.C.Penney’s
line of active wear. Now that I have a
good education, I have moved beyond
that.
I have this feeling that I need to live
up to the education I have received, and
modeling khaki shorts and cotton tees
just won’t cut it. I’m nervous about the
future, but I’m also excited and confi¬
dent. That confidence comes from what
I’ve taken away from Bates. I am almost
capable of having a normal conversation
with other people.
This education hasn’t been easy and
it hasn’t been given to me. I’ve spent
hours reading and re-reading books, try¬

ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

ing not to take anything for granted. I’ve
been in the library so many hours that at
this point I’ve developed an aversion to
the place. I throw up right when I walk
in. The only good part of the library now
is the underrated, or perhaps widely un¬
known, movie and popular music collec¬
tion.
Going home always gives me some
perspective on life. Sometimes I get stuck
in a rut at Bates so that just driving offcampus feels liberating. The journey
brings me to the other half of my devel¬
opment: parenting.
My parents have always given me the
best advice. Every time my dad left the
house, he would always tell me, “If the
phone rings, answer it.” Words to live by.
My mom’s advice would be somewhat
more complex. She wanted me to stop
leaving dishes around the house and
throwing my clothes everywhere. Trying
to live in a single with dishes and clothes
everywhere has proven to me that she
may have been onto something.
My dad told a particularly insightful
story this weekend at Easter dinner, a
story that sums up life as I know it. When
he was three years old he watched the
beloved television show “Howdy Doody.” One of the characters was a puppet,
who looked sort of like the Loch Ness
Monster. His name was Flub-a-Dub. My
"dad had nightmares that this puppet bit
his rear end. At night, he would run to
his mother’s bedside, crying and yelling,
“Flub-a-dub bit my bum!” The night¬
mares didn’t subside until he was nine
years old. Life is like that puppet - our
friend - Flub-a-dub. It’s a strange puppet
who, when you’re not looking, wants to
bite yoti right in the bum.
What am I qualified to do at this
point? It’s a difficult question, even with
the knowledge of how well a Bates edu¬
cation and parental advice has served
me over the years. It’s, sort of a Hege¬
lian dialectic: thesis, antithesis and then
synthesis. The thesis, being the parenting
I have received, the antithesis being my
Bates education, and the synthesis being
the job I get as I move forward.
As long as I survive the violent diremption of this dialectical mode of
thought, I should be on my way to un¬
derstanding the Zeitgeist of all of human
history before I know it. At the very least,
I’ll land a job somewhere.
In any case, while I fall asleep each
night for the rest of the school year, I’ll be
thinking about the future and wondering
where my education and parenting will
eventually take me. I’ll think about how
much I respect Bates College and enjoy
the city of Lewiston. I’ll think about how
my parents have inspired me and taught
me what it means to be a compassionate
person.
And each night, right before I drift
off into the unknown darkness of sleep,
I’ll do one more thing: look around my
bed one more time for that creep, Fluba-Dub.
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And, while I am a little too scared of
Lewiston in the middle of the night to
leave my house, I have had quite a few
insomniac excursions in the comfort of
my Connecticut hometown (don’t tell
my mom). Let me just tell you, there
is a reason that the people who are at
the grocery store at four in the morning
don’t do their shopping in the middle
of the day. Watch out for the creepers in
the vegetable aisle in particular - they
spend way too long feeling tomatoes
to see if they are ripe. But besides the
dangers of all the bad guys who only
come out at night, I recommend leaving
the house to all insomniacs, chronic or
occasional. First of all, driving around
in the middle of the night really adds
to the dark, brooding, melancholy look
that all insomniacs have the potential to
achieve (note: black clothing is really
what does the trick. And the two-inch
bags under your eyes.).
Plus, I find that once I get behind
the wheel of a car when it is dark out¬
side, I almost instantly fall asleep. Of
course, this is not great when I am
making the five-hour trip from home to
school, but it certainly comes in handy
at three in the morning. Other, more
normal, strategies for getting to bed?
Find a mildly boring book and keep it
by your bedside at all times. Make sure
the book is not too horrible, because
then you probably won’t pay attention
long enough to fall asleep. Or, try keep¬
ing a playlist of sleep-inducing music.
Surprisingly, showers really work for
me, too. Something about standing up
for that long really drains my energy.
And if you get really desperate, at least
you now know that there is someone
else out there, in search of some enter¬
tainment when I should be sleeping.

The Indifference of Liberalism
AFROZ BAIG
STAFF WRITER

When was the last time you met
someone at Bates who enjoyed the Bush
Presidency? Here is a better one: when
was the last time you met someone who
thought the “War on Terror” or the oc¬
cupation of Iraq was a smart decision?
Takes quite a bit of thinking, right? Aside
from the handful of “conservatives” who
linger about campus, it is safe to say a
majority of Bates students consider them¬
selves “liberals” and tend to agree more
with the Democratic Party’s current posi¬
tions on these matters in comparison to
those of the Republican Party.
I just attended a vigil for peace and
reconciliation in recognition of the fifth
anniversary of the Iraq War in the Cha¬
pel. To my great surprise there were
only about two dozen people present, at
best - members of the community, staff,
faculty and students.
The entire thing was well put-togeth¬
er, with selected students reading quotes
from famous individuals and holy texts
about the importance of peace. Candles
were lit, and moments of silence were
had. However, I couldn’t bring myself to
understand the turn-out.
1 think sometimes when you attend
an educational institution where “liber¬
alism” is the norm, it is easy to forget
what a fad having certain opinions can
be. It reminds me of the time in the
fourth grade when I bought the ’NSync
CD because my best friend was in love
with them. Don’t get me wrong, I fully
enjoyed listening to hits like “Dirty Pop”
on repeat, but if the band decided to
stop producing more hits I would not

have been one of the nine-year-olds cry¬
ing about it. I'm not in any way compar¬
ing my love for bad boy bands to the
War in Iraq - there is much more on
the line when we talk about a war arid
I would never want to disrespect those
who have sacrificed and have lost in this
war. However, I am saying this - there is
a reason why only about 12 Bates stu¬
dents thought that it was an important
enough anniversary to sacrifice 45 min¬
utes of their day to attend.
Now, maybe I should give the ben¬
efit of the doubt to all those who didn’t
attend. After all, it was a Wednesday and
we have roughly two weeks of classes
left before we spring into finals. Some¬
how it seems to me that when I’m sitting
in the library and the person next to me
is Facebooking, those 45 minutes pass
like the breeze.
I’m not writing this with the intent of
guilt-tripping anyone to feel some sort of
emotion about the fact that our country’s
been at war for five years, or that thou¬
sands of lives on both sides have been
lost in the process. I am writing to put
an end to the “liberalism” fad. All are en¬
titled to carry out their beliefs in a man¬
ner that they see fit, but what is the point
of having a belief or opinion if your ac¬
tions don’t reflect it? I think that can go
in the category of the question, “if a tree
falls in the forest and no one hears it,
did it really fall?” Maybe it is easier to
agree with popular opinion during our
years at Bates when we live inside this
thing commonly referred to as the “Bates
bubble” - when the outside world is just
that, outside and detached.
A friend that I went to the vigil with
made an interesting comment. She said,
“If this were for the Vietnam War this

place would be packed.” I couldn’t agree
with her more. Maybe it’s our “academic
pursuits” that hold us back from acting
on our beliefs like the students of Free¬
dom Summer who helped in the Civil
Rights Movement - most of us worked
hard to get to Bates, and are still work¬
ing hard, so what are the merits of pour¬
ing energy into national causes that
seem to have no definitive answer? Or
maybe the answer is a lot simpler than
that - maybe we’ve all lost touch. In this
day and age when CNN.com is updated
every five minutes with new pictures
from the front lines, maybe it is easier
to “have an opinion” but be completely
detached from the situation emotionally
and physically.
Most of us are willing to have our
ideas and opinions about the world but
those don’t translate into action until our
“bubble,” our way of life, is affected. Our
counteiparts from the ’60s were march¬
ing for causes that affected their lives
directly - whether or not to take action
wasn’t the question, the form of the ac¬
tion was the debated topic. However,
that doesn’t excuse the idleness that I
witnessed, either. No matter what your
stance on the war, one thing remains a
truth - war results in casualties. If any¬
thing, the vigil served as an opportunity
to remember those on both sides of the
line - politics -didn’t have to be a part of
it. But maybe that’s the bigger point in
all of this - showing up to acknowledge
the. emotional aspect of this war would
entail having a connection to it of some
sort. In the end, it will always be easier
to remain distant until we are directly af¬
fected and forced to act.

Obama’s Inspirational Candor
ROB FRIEDLANDER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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So, as. I am writing
this article, it is 4:32
a.m. Why am I writing
an article at 4:32 a.m.,
you . ask? Good question. Beats me. I’m
not frantically trying to make a dead¬
line or anything like that. I just simply
can’t sleep, and I would rather provide
you with an educational experience on
the life on an insomniac than continue
to watch Tyra Banks define “fierce” on
“America’s Next Top Model” on You¬
Tube (don’t judge, everyone has their
guilty pleasures).
My foray into the wonderful world
of insomnia began approximately one
year ago. While I will admit to being a
mildly neurotic person, stress was not
the initial cause of my inability to sleep.
No, it was actually my stomach that was
causing the problem. The emptiness of
my stomach, to be exact. I was hungry.
All the time. At that point in my life,
unlike now, I did not consider climbing
the Carnegie stairs to be my exercise
for the day. Running a couple of miles
a day, I sustained myself by constantly
packing food in my mouth to the point
where people probably thought I had
an overeating disorder. But my depen¬
dence on pasta and protein (and cook¬
ies, and chicken patties, and Chinese
food...) did not prove to be enough for
my suddenly high metabolic rate. Even
if I ate a pre-bedtime snack, I would
wake up starving at around 3 a.m., will¬
ing to go to any end to satiate myself.
My hunger plagued me, night after
night. In an attempt to limit my room¬

mate’s exposure to my Mr. Hyde-like
urges, 1 began tying a bag of bread to
my bed so as not to wake her during
my midnight forages. But my late-night
feeding was only the start of my prob¬
lem.
After I temporarily quelled my stom¬
ach’s constant need for attention, I could
not fall back asleep. I tried everything counting sheep, Facebook stalking, you
name it. Once I woke up, I was wide
awake, usually for about two hours,
giving me just about an hour or two of
sleep before my 8 a.m. class. And as
exhausted as I was as I sat through class
all day, my hunger and insomnia would
double-team me again that night. It be¬
came habit for me to wake up in the
middle of the night, even when my de¬
scent into laziness ended my need for
midnight snacks. While I tried fighting
my insomnia at first (i.e. took sleeping
pills), I eventually just accepted it (i.e.
my doctor thought my dependence on
Ambien was unhealthy).
So what do I do while the rest of
the world sleeps? Well, there are some
surprising benefits to being an insom¬
niac. Like many college students, I of¬
ten don’t finish all of my schoolwork
before I go to bed at night. But, I can
tell myself that I am not being irre¬
sponsible because I have time to do it
at 3 a.m. (usually Tyra Banks wins out
over studying, but hey, it’s the thought
that counts). And if you take frequent
naps in the middle of the day, at least
you have an excuse for your laziness
(“But, I didn’t get any sleep last night!”
Seriously, that is probably my most fre¬
quently-spoken phrase). Plus, there is
some great TV on at 3 a.m. - check out
the Lifetime original movie “She’s Too
Young.” Heartwarming.

-

On Tuesday, March 18, Senator Ba¬
rack Obama delivered one of the most
elegant, sweeping addresses on the role
of race in American life by a politician
in recent history. Remarkable for its
candor and truly historic in both nu¬
ance and scope, Senator Obama again
demonstrated himself to be one of
the most inspirational and courageous
leaders in his generation. The speech,
entitled “A More Perfect Union,” knit to¬
gether personal anecdotes, painful his¬
tory, a call to individual responsibility
and the prospect of optimism in a way
that spoke to all Americans and that
set a new tone for discussions of race
in American life. I urge anyone who
hasn’t watched or read it to do so.
Assuredly, there are those who will
continue to deride Senator Obama for
his reliance on soaring rhetoric and
speeches. They may acknowledge his

ability to connect with people yet dis¬
miss his words as hollow. This line
of argument is simply untenable and
shows a fundamental unwillingness to
acknowledge the gravity of words.
In his speech, Senator Obama con¬
ceded that the racial tensions that ex¬
ist in our country will not be assuaged
in a single election cycle or with one
new candidate. He, more than any¬
one, knows that his words alone will
not bridge the racial gaps in our coun¬
try. But this is where his detractors
go astray. They fail to recognize that
speeches are not mere strings of words
that exist in isolation; they are catalysts
of real, meaningful change. It is dif¬
ficult to imagine anyone characterizing
Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration, King’s
dream, or JFK’s call as “just words.” The
appropriate measure of the value of a
speech is not simply the applause that
it prompts; it is the action and change
that it inspires and its ability to rally
people around a common purpose.

This is precisely what Barack Obama
has done in this speech and throughout
his entire campaign. He asks all of us to
recognize the racial prejudices we have
lingering in our minds and to work to¬
gether to overcome them; he calls on
us to move beyond our cynicisms and
to work for the America that we know
is possible. Barack Obama has strived
for this future his entire adult life, as a
community organizer on the streets of
Chicago, to the Illinois State Senate, to
the United States Senate, and now as a
presidential candidate. He hasn’t sim¬
ply spoken about change; he has lived
it and is inspiring us to do the same.
Few politicians have had the politi¬
cal or moral courage to speak with such
candor about one of the most fragile
topics in American life. However, this is
precisely the type of forthcoming hon¬
esty and wisdom that we have come to
expect of a candidate that has set a new
tone for American politics.
A
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The Columns That You'll Never Read
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Here’s a scary one: I’d speculate what would
happen if Facebook created an application that al¬
lowed you to see who has looked at your profile and
pictures, and how many times they’ve done so. How
many car accidents would there be as all the guys
fled campus? Would it just be understood that a vat
of lethal Kool-Aid would be present at a guys-only
party that night? Facebook claims that this applica¬
tion will never exist for privacy reasons, but I think it
will never exist because it would
initiate the apocalypse.
One column
would explain

Ah, my last column in The Stu¬
dent. Most graduating columnists
end with a sentimental ramble that
vaguely resembles a graduation
speech, but instead of looking back over my four
years I’ve decided to explain what I’d do with a fifth.
I’ve got a whole lot of ideas left in the tank, and I’m
going to dump them out. Basically, I’m ending my
career by serving up a pupu platter of never-to-beseen columns. Off we go.
I would write about the most dominant mail¬
box at Bates College: 306. Christian Fleming
Pat Flaherty and I constitute a well-rounded
multi-talented and more or less invincible
mailbox. I’d explain our strengths and offer
an open challenge to the campus: any set
of box mates, any competition, we’re win¬
ning. The one exception is Noah Gauthi¬
er’s mailbox in a 35-pound weight throw;
I’m pretty sure he could throw me far¬
Oo
ther than I could throw that weight. But
other than that, bring it on.
I would write about how haggard
Vj
we look in our ID pictures from four
years ago, and why it is that we can’t
change them. From a purely practical
standpoint, some kids look so different
from their four-year-old originals that
their ID probably doesn’t even pass as a
second form of identification. From a “for
the good of humanity” standpoint, Commons KELLY GOLLOGLY/THE BATES STUDEI
3
employees have to look at them every day.
why guys can
Flirting in the library is a part of campus life that
be 100 percent
I .would discuss, because there’s a whole lot of daily
sure
whether
and nightly work being done in Ladd that doesn’t
or
not
we’ll
get
involve books or computers. More importantly, the
along with another
lines that get dropped are usually unbearable, and
\
guy within 10 sec¬
I think the setting is to blame. You can’t spit decent
onds
of
meeting
him.
game while standing under a sign that shows two
Most of it hinges on
hungry bugs saying “darn those librarians!” because
how he shakes hands
strict food policies have left no crumbs to be found.
and whether or not he
I’d also write about why my futon was taken
uses words like “buddy”
from our common room. There are 22 residents in
“pal,” “bro” or “chief”
my house but only six seats in the common room,
There’s
definitely
a
and since we can’t have cable in our bedrooms (actu¬
sociology
thesis
here
somewhere.
ally, that’s its own, furious column) we have to watch
I’d also write about the god-like power you feel
TV as a family. We’re not bashful about squeezing,
when you distribute beverages at a party. The task
oh, six or seven guys on a couch, but the futon defi¬
forces you to form a definite, single-file ranking of
nitely helped. Unfortunately, I was told by Physical
how much you like everyone in your life, even those
Plant that the futon created an extra burden on the
housekeeping staff, and that while it wasn’t causing within your inner circle. It’s a fascinating self-test.
I once wrote about the four typecast roles within
problems in my building, the College doesn’t want
a
group
project, and I’d like to explain the five char¬
campus common rooms to become littered with per¬
acters in the typical small discussion class. You’ve got
sonal furniture. So, I guess taking our futon quelled
the kid who knows everything except when to shut
a revolution of sorts. Maybe I’m just an idiot, but this
up, the senior major who wishes the professor didn’t
policy seems flawed.
know he was a senior major, the over-enthused un¬
I’ve wanted to explore the differences between
derclassmen, the under-enthused upperclassmen,
someone who is book-smart, someone who is streetand the empty chair. I wish I could elaborate.
smart, and someone who is a complete moron. I
I’d write about watching our parents stagger re¬
would also speculate as to how many of each we
luctantly into the technology age. I’d ponder why it
have here on campus based on various events I’ve
is that they sign text messages as if they were e-mails
witnessed here over the years (hint: picture a pyra¬
and have full conversations with our away messages
mid). An underclassman should write this one, it’d
and then become annoyed, thinking that we’re sit¬
be funny.
ting there and typing “lunch then class” in response
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to everything they say.
Here’s an important one: I’d write about why I
don’t hate Bowdoin, Colby, or anyone else in NESCAC. Our rivalries seem contrived and ridiculous to
me since most of us applied everywhere, and if it
weren’t for the whims of various Admissions offices
we could be somewhere else wearing “Buck Fates!”
T-shirts on Saturday afternoons. It’s bizarre.
It’d be fun to write about how it is that areas
on campus retain such distinct cultures and well-de¬
fined stereotypes even though new students rotate
through here every four years. Will all the jocks live
on Frye St. someday? Will the allure of wall-to-wall
carpets eventually make J.B. a barefoot hippy para¬
dise? I’m fascinated by this.
I’d love to write about how funny and awesome
it is when someone’s phone goes off in class, espe¬
cially if they have a bizarre or embarrassing ring
tone. I would then discuss the following: if I had
to have my phone ring loudly in class, what would
be the best, worst and funniest ring tones for me to
have? I think the best would be “Gimme
Shelter” by the Rolling Stones, the worst
would be “Yeah” by Usher, and the funniest
would be “My Heart Will Go On” by Celine
Dion.
I’d weigh in on the tradition that says
everyone should have sex in the library stacks
before graduation because frankly, I’d be sur¬
prised if every senior had sex before graduation,
period. But in the library stacks? That’s insane. Does
anyone actually do this? And why is it casually men¬
tioned along with the Puddle Jump and spending a
night on Mt. David as if it’s no big deal? And how
awkwardly hilarious would it be to stumble across
two people completing this task? I think it’d be some¬
where between “stop, my throat hurts” hilarious and
“oh my god, I’m crapping my pants” hilarious.
I haven’t won anything, so I’d never write a thank
you/shout-out column, but I do want to quickly ac¬
knowledge anyone who has ever taken the time
to tell me they enjoyed one of my columns (even
those who did so while completely sauced and in
a way that made me mildly uncomfortable). Writing
like this has been a lot of fun but it was always a
little scary as well, so your encouraging words have
meant a great deal to me. Over the years my col¬
umns have included more than 50,000 words, many
of them sarcastic, so I hope you’ll believe me when
I say that these two couldn’t be more sincere: thank
you.
Last, I would tell a story that I haven’t told any¬
one yet, which is odd because I rarely shut up. As
I passed Admissions early one morning, a girl and
her mother came out, clearly prospecting (let’s make
this the new word for visiting campus). The mother
stopped me and said, “Quick, our minds aren’t made
up: what’s the best thing about Bates College?” I was
90 percent asleep and couldn’t produce a witty or
cynical response, so I just blurted out the first answer
that came to mind: “the people.” This was a kneejerk response, but I’ve thought about it since and
I’m sticking with it. I won’t get sentimental here, but
really, I’ve never come across such an ensemble of
genuinely enjoyable, unique and brilliantly hilarious
human beings in my life. There are surely things that
Bates needs to fix, but the quality of the people it
enrolls and employs is not one of them. It’s been a
pleasure.

Claiming Your Education and Your Life
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168
Points scored by the Denver Nuggets dur¬
ing a game on March 16. The total was a club
record for the NBA team. The Seattle Supersonics lost the game, scoring only 1156 points.
29
Points scored by Mississippi Valley State in
the first round of the NCAA men’s basketball
tournament. The Delta Devils lost to the UCLA
Bruins, 70-2941
Percentage of people who will use their
tax rebate money to pay for bills, according
to a CNN Research Poll. The rebates, designed
to stimulate the economy, are part of a $170
billion stimulus package signed by Congress
last month. The poll also found that 32 percent
will put the money in savings, 21 percent will
spend the money and three percent will do¬
nate the money to charity.
48,600,000
Amount of money, in dollars, awarded to
Heather Mills in a recent divorce settlement.
The former wife of Paul McCartney, Mills
asked for $251 million. The amount awarded
fell short of the record divorce settlement of
$96 million which was handed down in Britain
last year.
4,000
Total number of deaths in Iraq after five
years after 4 United States soldiers were found
killed by a roadside bombing Sunday night.
3,263 of these deaths were combat-related,
with the other 727 deaths being the result of
non-hostile events, such as suicide and traffic
accidents.
55
Number of concrete blocks smashed in
4.86 seconds, breaking the previous world re¬
cord of 17.49 seconds. Ed Byrnes, a Cornish
strongman and karate expert, broke the blocks
with his bare hands.
10
Number of days, for Bates College, until
classes officially end. Finals begin on April 8
and end on April 12. Students hoping to finish
a thesis and those hoping to catch up on read¬
ing are quickly tunning out of time.

Number of movies that will be made for
the final Harry Potter book. The two movies
for “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows” are
set to be released on November 2010 and May
2011. The movie franchise, which will end up
being 8 films, has currently pulled in $4.5 billion
dollars at the worldwide box office.
CNN.com, ESPN.com, ananova.com

FABIO PERIERA
COLUMNIST

Let’s be honest: college is
sometimes not all it’s cracked up
to be. As much as four years can
be filled with memories of hanging out with friends
and parties, road trips and travel abroad, college
can also be a time of depression and insecurity, of
groping blindly ahead in the hope of success and
achievement - without fully appreciating what suc¬
cess and achievement really mean or are really
worth.
The transition between adolescence and adult¬
hood does not end with graduation; it carries on for
some time afterwards. It is not an easy one - learn¬
ing to care for oneself, maturing to appreciate the
complexities of life and accepting responsibility for
one’s failures as much as one’s successes. No one
likes the grinding feeling in one’s stomach, the thud¬
ding recognition that a best effort was not enough,
or the feeling that one has royally screwed up. But
there it is, life presents us with suffering and hard¬
ship in many forms and the best we can do is just
that. We can like it or lump it, and hopefully learn
from it.
There are a great many things I wish I had
known five years ago when I started college (I took
a year off, a decision I will return to momentarily).
They were not the things my parents told me or
the things I read in all the college guidebooks, but
home truths I had to learn for myself.
One of the things is learning to be wrong and
to accept criticism. Being so young, we’re all sus¬
ceptible to defending what little accomplishment or
belief we have mustered thus far. We’re too afraid
that being wrong means losing it all, or being cri¬
tiqued means the effort itself was worthless. We
cling to political beliefs or personal causes or ide¬
ologies without criticizing them for fear of critically
assessing ourselves. It is a hard behavior to unlearn;
seeing shades of grey means recognizing the level
of reasonable doubt that runs through everything,
even our own abilities.
There are so many moments when we will be
wrong ahead of each and every one of us, so much
learning that what we thought to be true yesterday
was, in fact, not so. The more we can let those
ideas die and accept being wrong or critiqued - gra¬
ciously - the easier it is to recognize when we’re
right and have done something worth pride. Screw¬
ing up, being wrong is not the end of the world and
the grace with which we accept these occurrences
Will only make the next effort that much’ better.

When I was a junior I botched an attempt to
transfer and, instead, took a year off. It was the best
year of my life because it taught me that I could sur¬
vive. I chose to move, without parental support, to
another country - to make a home for myself, with
the little money I had and to figure it out, no safety
net. I do not regret it; the struggle brought me op¬
portunities - to work for good companies, to get
the kind of experience that my peers would have
to look forward to. It made me hungry for life, and
forced me to be my best advocate, to know what
made me happy.
Have you ever fired someone, took away his or
her ability to earn a living? I have. It sucks, the feel¬
ing of nausea and shame I will never forget. But it
taught me how to make hard calls, how to evaluate
the evidence in front of me and assess potential and
failure - my own and others’. The lesson is trans¬
ferable - to make the call to transfer colleges when
one is not happy, or to realize that a friendship or
relationship is more trouble than it’s worth. Or to
call bullshit when you see it and stick to your guns
even when people around you - your employees,
your friends, your peers - won’t like you for doing
so.
The struggle of living on my own was worth it,
the failure filmed into a grand opportunity that has
put me in a position now to have real options after
graduation. For those of you reading this who feel
your Bates experience is not holding up, I recom¬
mend transferring or taking time off from college.
Part of “claiming an education,” as Adrienne Rich
famously put it, is recognizing when you need a
time out or when the environment is more prohibi¬
tive than constructive.
If you decide time off is what you need, don’t
sit at home. Go somewhere new; a new city some¬
where, and do something that will add value to your
life and your time away. And if you decide Bates
is not for you, then transfer; four years is a longshort time; upon reflection it goes by quickly, but
it can stretch out in front of you endlessly if you’re
not happy. And that’s not worth it, because life is
short.
I guess what I’m trying to say is that every day
should be an opportunity to conquer your fears fears of inadequacy, of being wrong, of being dif¬
ferent, of being not-enough, of what lies ahead, of
what has come to pass. To be able to stand alone,
fear conquered, is greater than to stand in fear with
others.
I came to Bates with ideas about what college
would be like and where I would be after I graduat¬
ed. None of it has come to pass; something else has
happened and it has been in turns marvelous, pain¬
ful, extraordinary, dull, average, enlightening and

hard. Learning to embrace my fears and overcome
the human aversion to change has been greatly re¬
warding.
Of course, these are my experiences and the
things you learn will likely be different. You may,
for instance, need to learn that your ideas are worth
something when you’ve been told all your life you
were wrong. That too has value; that too means
overcoming fears and assumptions that have be¬
come your beliefs about yourself and your future.
So, to you I wish you the strength to claim your
education - to claim your life and overcome that
which will inevitably come in your way. At the end
of the day, only you have to live with you. As Mama
Cass put it, “You’ve gotta make your own kind of
music, sing your own special song, make your own
kind of music, even if nobody else sings along.”

Check out Geoff
Abbott's "Hillary,
Barack and So¬
cial Progress in
America" olftne:

www.batesstudent.com

Another year without
a perfect bracket

Mine has Bates in
the Final Four.

Time running out to
buy Gala outfit

Make your trip to
Salvation Army for a
$15 suit or $3 mini¬
skirt.

U

Friday's wind storm
and power outages

"Urn, Professor?
You're not going to
believe this...."

Enjoying the Easter
Bunny

Nothing gets me
going like an oldfashioned egg hunt.
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“The Shape of Things” Boasts Inventive and Comedic Direction
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

An art student in search of a culminating thesis, Evelyn (played by Victo■ia Libby ’08) is a deeply contradictive,
self-righteous artsy type. She is conident, shrewd and aware of her sex
tppeal. It is an unfortunate fate that
eads her to Adam (David Brustlin ’08)
- a quiet, less confident lover of literaure who is completely unprepared for
Evelyn’s dominance.
The two meet at a museum where
fVdam works. Evelyn seeks to graffiti a
'amous sculpture, claiming it is “false”
irt. Adam hopelessly attempts to stop
ter. The relationship unfolds wherein
Evelyn slowly but surely dictates maor changes in Adam’s appearance and
sersonal life, instilling a position of
‘guidance” by calling him “Grasshop¬
per,” Phillip (Timothy Fox ’ll), Adam’s
learest friend and confidant, takes ex:eption to the loss of the buddy he
ance knew - a familiar face becomng more and more distant after a new
tair style, nose job, new jacket, and the
fading of glasses for contacts. Adam
;ven sides with Evelyn now - somehing has gone terribly wrong.
After scandalous kisses (and
note.. .V) between Adam and Phillip’s
firlfriend Jenny (Sophie Mann ’08),
tnd between the vengeful Phillip and
Evelyn, the play officially comes to the
:ntx of the issue. At Evelyn’s art show,
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Students perform an evening of independent theater projects for the “Advanced
Play Direction” class.

she publicly admits to manipulating
Adam as her art thesis project. She
flaunts her “artistic” ability to change
his world and those of people sur¬
rounding him. She molded him, mere¬
ly for the sake of “art.” What a mes¬
sage this sends, especially in today’s
metropolitan world where the nature
of art is continuously mistaken by
phrases like “anything can be art.” This
is not so, according to “The Shape of
Things.” As Adam said, when Picasso
excreted he did not see a sculpture.

Picasso knew the difference between
that and art, and that is what made
him Picasso.
“The Shape of Things” is junior
Sulochana Dissanayake’s first fulllength production as a director. Dissanayake impressively intertwined
humor and palling conflict - two el¬
ements imaginably difficult to evenly
place in the same context. She intui¬
tively found the deeper moral of the
play and let it bloom throughout each
scene. Though character development

is largely the job of the actor, Dissanayake must be credited for the cease¬
lessly clever way that characters and
plot were developed through timing,
placement and vibe. All who saw the
play will certainly look for more from
Dissanayake.
The actors shared a comfortable
chemistry. Libby took on the Cruella
DeVille archetype consistently and
frighteningly. She portrays someone
we all felt we knew and could not
stand. She was sharp, opinionated
and frustrating, accompanying Phillip
as the other stem personality in the
play.
As for Brustlin’s performance, Evan
from “Superbad” rings a bell. He was
dorky, quick-witted and awkward - a
character one couldn’t help but love,
one with whom we all may commis¬
erate.
Fox portrayed Phillip naturally
and vivaciously, emitting Phillip’s
frustration with a metamorphosed
friend and his disloyal girlfriend, Jen¬
ny. Despite rising anger, Fox simul¬
taneously played the most forwardly
comedic role in the play. His inven¬
tiveness, idiosyncratic movements and
knack for timing called for major ap¬
plause on his behalf.
Mann, with Brustlin, played the
other vulnerable character in the play.
She did a fine job presenting a dis¬
tressed, paranoid and twitchy oppo¬
site to Phillip and Evelyn.

“Picasso at the Lapin Agile” Features Dynamic, Well-Timed Hilarity
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

The year is 1904. Pablo Picasso
(Rufat Hasanov ’09) is three years
away from painting his masterpiece
“Les Demoiselles d’Avignon” and Al¬
bert Einstein (Zach Eaton ’ll) is a
year away from publishing his theory
on special relativity. The two, on the
verge of ameliorated greatness, are in
their mid-20s and highly contempla¬
tive about the world around them.
Paul Gruner ’09 made flawless
decisions in his directing. He took
advantage of Gannett’s open space
and a well-crafted set. In a spectacu¬
lar opening scene presenting Masid
Cader ’ll as Freddy, a dancing alco¬

holic bartender, the audience is made
witness to what becomes a wildly
entertaining night at the Lapin Agile,
The focus is initially put on Einstein,
as the lay regulars of the bar (Gaston
- Anthony Timberman ’09, Germaine
- Eliza Read-Brown ’ll and Suzanne
- Alisa Hamilton ’ll) are at odds with
his practical, seemingly vain charac¬
ter.
Hysterical Interactions take place,
especially once Picasso enters and he
and Einstein engage in tiffs over im¬
portance: beauty versus practicality,
heart versus head. They raise signifi¬
cant issues like what separates genius
from talent, though the answers to
these questions are left in moderate
ambiguity. Finding common ground,
the two - both in search of a way to

Disturbing, Disappointing,
“Doomsday” Lacks Creativity
SCOTT PIERCE
STAFF WRITER

'

When society breaks down due
to the Reaper Virus (a friend pointed
out the effects are similar to a Bates
Saturday night), the survivors in the
now-quarantined Scotland create two
rival, evil societies.
The first tribe consists of 20-some¬
thing, multicolored, Mohawk-adorned
individuals who are interested in two
things: cannibalism and S&M. They
may be interested in other things as
well - like, let’s say, yelling at every¬
thing and riding motorcycles covered
in human skeletons. However, those
and any other interests they seem to
possess go hand-in-hand with canni¬
balism and S&M.
The second society, run by the
lead cannibal’s father, Kane, is a group
consisting of predominately older in¬
dividuals who revert back to medieval
times. For example,
King Kane lives in
his castle, sitting at
a throne surround¬
ed by his pet crows
while
spouting
cryptic, nonsensical
garbage. Likewise,
his cohorts wear
knights’ armor.
Eden
Sinclair,
the heroine of the
film, makes her way
into Scotland from
London to find a
cure for the Reaper
virus which, after
30 years, has some¬
how made its way
out of the quarantined area. She has
a robotic eye which fits her robotic
emotions. What ensues is merely the
same as playing Mortal Kombat on the
Sega Genesis back in 1992. Bodies
are left in mutilated piles, plot seems
inconsequential and cute furry things
explode. It is, after all, only about the
fatality.
What makes this film so disap¬
pointing is the (potentially former)
promise of the director and writer,
NeilMarsfialLAfteLeainingiCultstatusj

with “Dog Soldiers,” Marshall proved
himself as someone that deserved
both cult and critical success with his
highly masterful, haunting film “The
Descent.” The promise of combining
suspense,
story, human
MOVIE
emotion and
horror that
Marshall
eloquently
displayed in
lUEVIKW
his previous
genre effort
is nowhere
to be found in this complete mess of
a movie.
Marshall’s “Doomsday” lives off
the images of the predominately
1980s films that inspired it. This is
an increasingly disturbing trend of
genre directors as of late. I believe
the example Marshall has given with
this film, along with the many other
genre directors
of today that
claim “homage”
sometimes
more accurately
plagiarism - is
only proving the
lack of creativity
among this new
pack. Muck may
equal box office
success for one
weekend, but it
is not a golden
ticket that will
cement a new
film classic.
I
hope Marshall is
able to get back
on track. This effort, and the efforts
of other contemporary genre directors
who revel in boring torture, sincerely
do not live up to the promises estab¬
lished by individuals like Stanley Ku¬
brick (“The Shining”), Brian de Palma
(“Carrie”), Roman Polanski (“Rose¬
mary’s Baby”), and even blockbuster
creators like James Cameron (“Aliens”)
and Steven Spielberg (“Jaws”), all of
whom have successfully combined
horror and science fiction, proving it
aviableformo£ex£ressionjm<^nL^

save the century - come to respect
each other. Picasso goes as far as to
use the word envy.
Eventually Matt Paul ’09 enters
the play as “a visitor” from the future.
Though his identity is never affirmed,
his appearance and actions imply
someone who is most nearly Elvis
Presley. He provides a glimpse of the
coming 20th century for which Pica¬
sso and Einstein so sincerely worry.
The secondary characters are piv¬
otal in “Picasso at the Lapin Agile.”
Each plays a central role in illuminat¬
ing human traits; each is eccentric in
his or her own way. For example, Timberman’s hysterically timed Gaston is
an aging man worried of little other
than sex and his pipe. Schmendi¬
man (Derek Rocchini ’ll), a self-pro-

claimed inventor, has little merit be¬
hind anything he does, like inventing
the dunce cap. Limor Finkel ’10 has a
short but comedic entrance in which
she professes her regret that Picasso
isn’t Schmendiman, as though Schmendiman is some demigod. While
Picasso mirrors art and Einstein rep¬
resents science, Schmendiman repre¬
sents a nation bound for the commer¬
cial frontier. Sagot (Keven Chambers
’09) plays Picasso’s art dealer.
The play wraps up as a host of
characters in the bar. including Pica¬
sso, Einstein and “the visitor,” make a
toast to change in the 20th century.
It was a splendid and moving ending
to a well-casted, well-directed and su¬
perbly acted play.

Unabashed Appreciation of Pom
MUNDUNGUS FUDGE
SEX COLUMNIST

Humor me please and try to visual¬
ize this scene: a small congregation of
students is lounging at the Ronj, some
doing homework, others simply enjoy¬
ing a cup of some socially-acceptable
sugar-laden hot liquid that passes for
coffee. At some random juncture in
a conversation between three gentle¬
men (let’s name them Bert, Ernie and
Grover), the subject of porn is covertly
introduced. The conversation would go
something like this.
Bert: “So, uh, I found this new free
porn website randomly the other day”
(a note for the reader: if anyone tells
you that they’ve just found this new site,
know that they’re lying and that they’ve
been visiting it since puberty).
Ernie, quietly so as to not be over¬
heard by his female neighbor, Ms. Piggy:
“Oh yeah? I bet I already know which
one it is. I’m guessing Redtube.com.”
Grover, the awkward one who’s
feigning ignorance: “How can you guys
watch that stuff? It’s so gross and fake.
Why don’t you go and try to hook up
with a girl instead of watching it on¬
line?” (another note: contrary to his out¬
ward demeanor, Grover is a closet porn
addict).
Ernie: I’ve been watching this stuff
forever; it never gets old. What website
is it anyway?
Bert: Youpom.com. They got all
sorts of stuff. Updated every day and
everything. Have you seen the one with
Taylor Rain by the pool?
Ernie; Yeah, I didn’t like that one. I
was watching it while I was writing a
paper. It didn’t do much for me.
The conversation continues be¬
tween Ernie and Bert. At this point
Grover is listening and keeping his
mouth shut, not because he is grossed
out by the topic at hand, but because
he, like some people, thinks his porn¬
watching tendencies should not breach
public conversation. Because Bates is
the wonderfully liberal place it is, other
people in the Ronj, females included,
begin to add their two cents on the mat¬
ter. Someone has popped up the web¬
site on their laptop and girls and guys
alike are giggling and saying things like,
“How come porn has its own genre of

music?” and “all
the guys are really
ugly.” After the ini¬
tial awkward part
of the conversa¬
tion is taken care
of, people begin
to open up about
specific pom mov¬
ies they’ve seen, favorite actors/actresses and different websites they’ve
frequented.
I’ve noticed, in my time here at
Bates, that scenes like this are not totally
uncommon, especially amongst males.
I’d like to share a quick story. Back one
random afternoon in my freshman year,
a few of us (both males and females)
decided to sit down in someone’s room
and watch an entire porno. For those
readers not familiar with the structure
of pom movies, they go as such: por¬
no’s either have a set plot, i.e. “Carmen
goes to College” or “Pirates,” or the en¬
tire movie is comprised ot many unre¬
lated sex scenes. If one were to step
in an adult bookstore, like Lewiston’s
own Paris Adult Book Store, or one of
the Amazing Video stores, one would
find porno in a plethora of genres rang¬
ing from one male and one female to
any variation on the theme. One could
also peruse titles under categories that
contain, exclusively, one ethnic group,
fetishes, college, amateur, etc.
Now, very few people who watch
porn actually watch an entire porn
movie. Pom is used, for the most part,
as a means to satisfy a certain end (I
shant divulge said end, but I’m sure the
reader has an idea of what it may be).
This all being said, for us to decide to
sit down and watch a full length porno
was quite a task. What made it all the
more awkward was the fact that the
men sat on one side and the women
on the other. Not much talking was to
be heard with the exception of jeers
and giggles and witty comments about
the appearance and performance of the
male and female actors.
The title was “Carmen Goes to Col¬
lege.” The young lady who played Car¬
men was supposed to maintain a strong
Latin accent, but like most pomos, the
plot and the actual acting dissipated
soon after the movie began. While try\

See SEXUAL, page

Affordable
Comfort-Food
with No Frills
LAURA BAUGHMAN
STAFF WRITER

As I stepped into Edward’s Restau¬
rant and beheld its clientele (whose
median age appeared to be around
75), I worried that the cuisine wouldn’t
appeal to my 20-ish-year-old friends
and me. However, I was soon remind¬
ed of the draw that no-frills comfort
food has on those of all ages. This
diner - complete with bar stools and
an antique milkshake machine - offers
a selection of all-time favorites rang¬
ing from burgers and fries to several
varieties of pies to daily specials like
“boiled New England dinnah.” While
the plaza in which it resides is border¬
line decrepit and definitely rustic, Ed¬
ward’s deserves a visit if you’re look¬
ing for a true diner experience.
After chatting with our warm and
friendly waitress, I decided to sample
one of the specials of the day: home¬
made pea soup. What was delivered
to our table was a piping hot, surpris¬
ingly rich and filling creation that was
delectable when paired with saltine
crackers. Next came a hot chicken
sandwich, my artery-clogging an¬
swer to another day of March’s snowy
weather. Doused in gravy, the sand¬
wich’s tender meat was flavorful, but I
was disappointed by the mashed pota¬
toes, whose cement-like texture made
me suspect that they came out of a
box.
Nevertheless, the meal and its ab¬
surdly cheap pricetag lifted me out of
my winter gloom. My friends enjoyed
their choices as well; most notable was
the cheese omelet, which while a bit
thin was filled abundantly with cheese

Edward's Restaurant

760 Main St.
Lewiston, ME 04240
and was delectable paired with toast,
lettuce and tomato. The quarter pound
cheeseburger was juicy, tasty and
topped with fresh veggies. The tuna
salad sandwich was also delicious but
lacked in the logistics area - falling
apart far too easily, it had to be eaten
with a knife and fork. All these meals
came with a modest side of accordion
French fries, crisped to perfection.
Although I was stuffed to the point
of pain after my hot chicken sand¬
wich, I decided to make a sacrifice
for The Student and forced myself to
order dessert. Edward’s offers a wide
array of homemade sweets, including
an impressive number of pie flavors.
Deciding to stray a bit off the beat¬
en path, I went for the homemade
bread pudding. Warmed and topped
with whipped cream, this gooey bit
of heaven was perfectly spiced with
cinnamon and accented by raisins. It
was quickly devoured by everyone at
the table, even by a notoriously picky
eater who had previously claimed she
did not like bread pudding.
Edward’s menu does not have any
surprises, but in a way that is its ap¬
peal. The restaurant’s customers have
been loyally coming to this little hole
in the wall for decades to get simple,
classic meals that do not change from
one year to the next. While Edward’s
will probably not amaze with any of its
foods, its prices will: a bowl of soup,
a full meal, a large drink and a des¬
sert costs less than $12. After a meal
at Edward’s you just might have a few
extra pennies to spend when you go
shopping at Marden’s right next door.

Check out coverage of the
Adrian Blevins poetry readii
and Village Club
r.batesstudent.
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U2 Fans
Perplexed by
“18 Singles”
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

U2 doesn’t need any sort of com¬
pilation album to reinforce their place
in music. The band has proven itself
by simply not burning out over the de¬
cades. Though many strongly dislike
Bono, they will
find it impossible
STUDERT'S
to deny his signif¬
t 1.1> l M
icance as a musi¬ REVIEW
cian. That’s what
initially made “18
Singles” (Island,
2006) a mystery
to me.
A conglomerat of 18 of U2’s greatest pieces seems
in a way futile - we’ve all heard them
all, even those of us who dislike U2.
It seems like a very convenient new
release, combining numerous beloved
songs in one go-to CD. However,
they’ve already had greatest hit albums,
which spanned decades of progress
and prestige.
My suspicion is that “18 Singles” is
an attempt by U2 to solidify their newer
stuff - the more recent songs like “Ver¬
tigo” and “Elevation” that never grabbed
hold quite like “Sunday Bloody Sun¬
day.” Maybe putting them side-by-side
with U2’s classics will force listeners to
familiarize themselves with new songs
and make them stand out in a fresher
and better way.
Even if the album appears to be a
desperate tactic, it does combine the
greatest of U2’s work (leaving out the
“Zooropa” era?). Songs are taken from
some of rock ‘n’ roll’s most memorized
albums: “The Joshua Tree,” “War” and
“Boy.” And, to increase curiosity, two
entirely new releases are strategically
placed as the album’s last two tracks:
“The Saints Are Coming” (recorded with
Green Day, aimed at providing hope af¬
ter Hurricane Katrina) and “Window in
the Skies.” These make two question¬
able last tracks, especially “Window
in the Skies.” U2, or at least Island Re¬
cords, must’ve had something specific
in mind with this move. The song is dis¬
tinctly different from and less dignified
than classic U2 (comprising the major¬
ity of “18 Singles”). For example, where
did the Edge’s burning guitar riffs go?
Why does Bono sound like he stopped
chain-smoking cigarettes and started
taking Rhyming 101? Why are we sup¬
posed to walk away from a “singles”
CD keeping in mind this new musical
landmark?
To add to the confusion is the al¬
bum cover - a shot of U2 in Dublin
in 1979 at a time when they were just
beginning to find their edgy side. My
suspicion is the same as before, the fans
are being tempted to view new tunes
like “Window in the Skies” with the
same high regard they had for U2 in its
earliest years.
And one more thing - how can two
unreleased songs possibly be placed
on a singles compilation? Surely, “The
Saints Are Coming” is not a U2 single,
as it is a Skids single. “Window in the
Skies” is not a single because, well, no
one has ever heard it.
Taken holistically, though, the al¬
bum holds its own. It is a solid col¬
lection of cult favorites like “Sunday
Bloody Sunday” and “New Years Day,”
albeit infiltrations from less-esteemed
newer releases. And amid the confusion
surrounding “Window in the Skies,” it’s
actually pretty good.

Sexual Cinema
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Alum Curates Exhibition on Love
JEN MclNNIS
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

A combination of eclectic materials
such as feathers and shells, gold pieces
and brass triangles, coupled with more
conventional materials such as canvas¬
es and paints, are fused together into a
variety of installations in Arturo Lind¬
say’s “Love" exhibition, part of Lindsay’s
examination of “the power of art to en¬
hance the power of love.”
Lindsay’s final exhibition, “Love,”
was presented by the Office of Multi¬
cultural Affairs and curated by Nakeisha
Gumbs ’07. Consisting of “three solo
exhibitions in which the artist-scholar
explores both personal and collective
emotional experiences,” the exhibit
opened last Friday in Chase Gallery,
shortly following the artist’s lecture on
his artwork.
Lindsay, a professor of art and art
history at Atlanta’s Spelman College,
draws much of the inspiration for his
artwork from his background. As a selfidentified mestizo, born in Panama but
raised in New York City, Lindsay relies
on his artwork to explore his diverse
cultural and racial heritage. Much of
his work also focuses on the impacts
of the African Diaspora, particularly on
cultures in the Americas.
“The African Diaspora has influ¬
enced the entire world,” said Lindsay
during his lecture on Friday. “My work
has a conversation with things from Af¬
rica - artifacts and objects that repre¬
sent something larger than themselves.
That’s where the whole idea of the ashe
comes in, conversing with the ashe or
the life force of that artifact... Every¬
thing has an ashe, but that ashe has dif¬
ferent kinds of interactions depending
on the individual, just like art itself.”
While Lindsay works in a “sacrosecular space to make his ‘contempo¬
rary’ art,” his work is greatly influenced
by religion and culture, specifically
the traditions of the Congos. The Con-

gos, writes Lindsay, “are descendents
of Africans who liberated themselves
from bondage through a series of wars
fought against the Spanish crown dur¬
ing the colonial period in Panama.”
Inspiration and influences from the
traditions of the Congos are notably
apparent in Lindsay’s “Love” exhibition
and in the exhibition’s examination of
“the spiritual and aesthetic retentions,
rediscoveries and re-inventions of Afri¬
can cultures in America.”
Lindsay’s examination of these re¬
tentions, rediscoveries and re-inven¬
tions of African cultures in America
is especially apparent in the “‘Love’
Hunters” series of his exhibition. These
five pieces feature images of the fac¬
es of women donning jackets that are
adorned in a variety of materials, from
shells to gold beads to mirrors and
bright paints. Through the jackets, the
work is linked to the African Diaspora,
in that these “‘Love’ Hunter” jackets
are reminiscent of traditional hunter
jackets found throughout West Africa,
and apparent in many Congo villages
in Panama. Customarily, these jackets
were made from the skin of animals,
embellished with pieces of the Qur’an
and used as protection in many West
African villages.
“I was particularly drawn to the
hunter’s jacket,” said Lindsay. “These
jackets are rooted throughout West Af¬
rica, but there are many jackets of the
Congos similar to these hunter jackets.
Through the jackets, I was looking at
the idea that we as human beings have
things that protect us and change the
order of the world. The whole idea of
the jacket is about talking to the ashe
of that animal to protect you. In the
two “Love’ Hunters’ pieces, the women
wearing the jackets are seeking love,
hunting love. But the jackets are also
protecting these women from the pain¬
ful side of love.”
One of the central and most striking
pieces of the “Love” exhibition, “The
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The Chase Hall Gallery houses Arturo Lindsay’s art exhibit on the power of love.

Birth of Love,” also draws from artifacts
of the African Diaspora to explore the
initial emotions collectively experi¬
enced during the beginning stages of
love. Through feathers and veneer cur¬
tains, Lindsay conveys the excitement
and the “butterflies” of new love, while
condoms evoke the more dangerous
and potentially harmful sides. As a
three-dimensional piece, “The Birth of
Love” allows the audience to individu¬
ally interact with and experience the
emotions expressed through the piece.
All of the pieces in the “Love” ex¬
hibition connect with Lindsay’s inten¬
tion to examine and reflect upon the
influence of “African spirituals and
aesthetic traditions in contemporary
Latin American cultures.” His focus still
remains on the culture and traditions
of the Congos, especially in the 16th
century Spanish colonial village Portobelo, where Lindsay established a stu¬
dio thanks to a Lila Wallace-Reader’s
Digest International Artist Award. As a
result of this award, Lindsay produced

a major solo exhibition at the Museo de
Arte Contemporaneo in Panama City.
Following this exhibition, Lindsay
co-founded an artists’ cooperative, Tall¬
er Portobelo, in 1996 with the intention
of preserving the culture and traditions
of the Congos. Now, Lindsay brings his
dedication to the Congos to Spelman
College, where he established the
Spelman College Summer Art Colony,
which enables college students as well
as emerging artists to live and work
in Portobelo every summer from 1997
until the present. He also began the
Spelman College International Artist-inResidence Program, which annually af¬
fords a Congo artist the opportunity to
further their work through workshops
in Atlanta.
Lindsay’s art is contemporary in
every sense of the word, in that it re¬
flects the interactions and influences of
separate cultures and traditions in our
increasingly globalized world. Be sure
to check out the “Love” exhibition, on
display from March 21 until April 5.

Senior Exhibit Debuts Diverse Talents, Unique Styles
ELIZA REED
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On April 4, the Bates College Mu¬
seum of Art will unveil the culminating
works of seven graduating studio arts
majors. The works, which vary greatly
in medium and style, are the results of
year-long thesis project?
The goal of the intensive, year-long
project is to create a cohesive body of
work that stems from intensive explora¬
tion and learning. Its aim is for majors to
develop as artists through learning how
to work creatively and independently on
a comprehensive project.
Chad Casey’s drawing thesis illus¬
trates Franz Kafka’s novella, “The Meta¬
morphosis,” which comments on the de¬
cay of the human spirit through the story
of a salesman who is transformed into a
dying bug. Casey represents the story
through digital photos of dioramas, al¬
lowing him to limit the number of draw¬
ings he made while creating multiple
scenes. Casey said he has “a love for
macabre tales of decay and death,” which
adds in a haunting feel to his work.
“My thesis project has been an ex¬
periment in finding the line between
ceramic objects that belong in kitchens
and those that belong in galleries and
museums,” said Sean VanderVliet of his
porcelain pieces. “Though I’ve put less
emphasis on the function of my pieces
I still always am asking myself: at what
point does my work become unusable?”
VanderVliet’s work is heavily influ¬
enced by works of ancient Asian cerami-

0FFICE OF COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA
RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

Eugene Kim’s corporeal contribution to
the Senior Art Exhibition.

cists. The greatest struggle of his thesis
has been the fragility of his project and
the flaws of clay as a medium.
Emily Hopkins’ thesis explores the
relationship between the human and the
natural by drawing connections between
the human body and a tree. She draws
similarities between the human nervous
system and the roots and branches of a
tree. Through using tracing paper to cre¬
ate layers, her drawings highlight the fra¬
gility as well as the mystery of both the
human body and nature.
In her series “Horrifyingly Sweet,”
Missy Shaw combines her skills from her

siders himself an apprentice
to some of the greatest artists
in history and hopes to apply
the skills he learned from this
thesis to future work with a
model.
“Stroke by stroke, line by
line, I hope to progress as a
draftsman in the same way
that French Academy drafts¬
men had,” commented Kim.
“Study by study, drawing by
drawing, I struggle to achieve
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA RELATIONS/
perfection.”
COURTESY PHOTO
For her project, Whitney
Rachel Harmeling photographs human
Fahy created unique prints that focused
constructs in nature.
on the structure and intricacies of the
summer job as a cake decorator with
female face. “I concentrate on the face
her love for photography. Her exhibit
because it is the most telling and com¬
consists of large, colorful, digital pho¬
plicated part of the body,” commented
tographs that have an abstract pop-art
Fahy. “I simplify the figure in my work
feel. The staged stills, which were taken
because I am interested in the play be¬
of sugar sculptures and kitchen utensils,
tween figuration and abstraction.”
have an eerie feel to them as they com¬
In her black-and-white photography,
bine the visceral with the mundane.
Rachel Harmeling is studying the way
“My photographs are beautiful, yet
that man-made structures are compli¬
disturbing at the same time,” commented
mented by nature through looking at the
Shaw. “I love the idea that something as
reflections and shadows they create. Her
beautiful and sweet as sugar can feel so
work highlights the unknown beauty of
sinister.”
structures that typically go unnoticed
Eugene Kim’s project consists of by accenting their unique angles and
large-scale studies of the early works
curves.
of French Academy masters, Pierre-Paul
“The presences of small objects or
Prud’hon and George Seurat. A double
a ripple in the water are the only signs
major in studio art and biology, he is
that separate the bridges from their re¬
particularly interested in physiology,
flections,” said Harmeling. “I work with
the anatomy of the body and the ways
reflections because of the symmetry they
that the classical figure drawings are
create is mysterious.”
greatly out of proportion to highlight the
The exhibit opens Friday, April 4 at 7
strength and grace of the body. He con¬
p.m. and runs until May 24.

A Need for Better Posture
OLIVIA LIGGIO
STAFF WRITER

ing to find an administrator to help her
register for classes, Carmen seeks the
One of my favorite things to do in
guidance of a rather brawny and sleaCommons is to people-watch. I love,
zy-looking faculty member. Needless to
love, love to observe people walking
say, Carmen’s accent fades along with
to and from their tables socializing with
plot and the rest of the movie circulates
their friends. I look at what they are wear¬
around Carmen and her cohort “making
ing. Unfortunately, I have also noticed
new friends.” I can’t say that we were a
that the majority of girls at Bates College
more enlightened group upon leaving
have horrible posture.
that room, but if nothing else, we were
“Posriire!” you say, “This is supposed
entertained.
to be a fashion column; what does pos¬
Porn is one of those “lurking in the
ture have to do with fashion?” I know
shadows” hobbies. For some people
this is a fashion column and posture is
it’s disgusting and a waste of time, but
not something you wear, but let me tell
for others it’s a way to pass the time
you this: posture can make or break any
and enjoy some (possibly) quality en¬
outfit. The only time you should ever
tertainment. If you haven’t taken a gan¬
have sunken shoulders is if you’re mod¬
der at porn before, ask someone to rec¬
eling for Alexander McQueen’s couture
ommend a website or movie, because
collection. You know what I am talking
chances are, more people enjoy porn
about - those models wearing the almost
than you may think. Take a visit to one
silly-looking outfits with their hands on
of the adult bookstores either in town
their pelvic bone and their shoulders
or any other city. They’re only as awk¬
thrusted forward. If you are not modeling
ward inside as you make them. Most
for Mr. McQueen, which I assume you
employees are friendly and welcoming.
are not, then there is no excuse (except
There’s a wide variety of porn; I’m
for back problems) to be slouching. You
sure everyone could find something
do not see Angelina Jolie walking down
that would suit his or her fancy. Yes,
the red carpet slouching in a fabulous
some of it can get quite weird and pos¬
evening gown. Yes, I also know that you
sibly degrading, but there are endless
are not Angelina Jolie, but that woman
numbers of websites, magazines and
exudes confidence and sex appeal. Good
movies that can satisfy any sexual ap¬ /posture presents an air of confidence^,
petite or curiosity.
and confidence is sexy.

I do not want to hear excuses for
poor posture. Think you are too tall? Poor
posture maybe takes a quarter of an inch
off your height. After all, you can never
be too tall - trust me, half of the girls
around you are probably jealous of your
height. If you are unhappy with your bo¬
som then find a different bra, because
slouching only makes your “girls” look
worse in that shirt.
My mother is a stickler for posture.
When I was growing up, she was con¬
stantly reminding me to keep my shoul¬
ders back. I am now becoming my moth¬
er a/td preaching her words to all of my
faithful readers. I remember when I was
studying for the SAT and my tutor told me
that good posture would help my test tak¬
ing, he was right. Practice good posture if
not for your clothes, but for your grades.
While sitting at your desk writing a paper
keep those shoulders back and your neck
straight. When you are walking through
Commons, walk with purpose and show
off what your Momma gave ya!
Anything you wear - from a sweater
to a dress - can be made to look better
if you are standing straight. Poor posture
can make you look overweight, under¬
weight, sulky, lazy and/or plain. No one
wants to be any of those things. Instead,
look fabulous, confident, wide-eyed
and unique. Practice good posture and
I promise you people will notice a dif¬
ference.

Maybe by the end of senior year she'll be able to have a decent
hand at poker?

Girl: So... I saw your brother., he’s still a virigin right? I kinda wanted to
do him, but then I realized, HEY, I can’t take two v-cards in one week¬
end.
Parker, St Patrick’s Day
Can college students be any cheaper?

Girl: God, I need to not drink this weekend so my tolerance goes
back down.
Pettengill Hall
Professors say the darndest things

Boy: My professor told me taking a three-hour seminar with Freedman
is like drinking a bottle of Nyquil and trying to beat off... it’s impos¬
sible.
College Street
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Baseball Sweeps, 2-0 on Weekend
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

SCOTT HEIDE/COURTESY PHOTO

Senior Brian Mahoney fields a ground ball and prepares to throw
to first. Mahoney was 4-7 with 5 RBIs in the double-header.

After a disappointing open¬
ing weekend. Bates baseball im¬
proved to a respectable 3-4 after
sweeping Saturday’s doublehead¬
er against the University of Maine
Presque Isle.
While the games were techni¬
cally home games for the Bobcits, they were played in Darien,
Connecticut, due to the condition
of fields in Maine.
Bates won the first game by
a score of 19-2. Sean VanderVliet ’08 pitched five solid innings
before he was relieved by Ryan
Heide ’ll in the sixth.
Senior Erik Hood went 2-3,
including a two-run home run.
Denis Hogan ’08 and Alex Egelson ’08 were each 2-4. Rob Pat¬
ton ’08 went 1-2. The Bobcats de¬
livered such a devastating blow
to the Owls that the game was
ended prematurely due to the
mercy rule.
in the second game, Custer

Cook ’10 took a no-hitter into
the seventh inning before sur¬
rendering his only hit of the
game. Meanwhile, other Bob¬
cats padded their offensive stats.
Brian Mahoney ’08 went 3-4 with
4 RBIs, Hood went 3-4 and Cap¬
tain Alexander Maulucci ’08 went
2-3.
U-Maine Presque Isle com¬
bined to go 6-40, batting .130 on
the day. Bates went 25-38, bat¬
ting .397.
While the overwhelming win
had been foreseen, the events of
the past weekend allowed Bates
to showcase its outstanding abili¬
ties at the plate. Coupled with
the impressive bullpen action
showcased in the Central Florida
Invitational last weekend, Bates
baseball seems poised for suc¬
cess.
The team will open their first
NESCAC series this Friday against
Tufts (6-5). Bates is 2-7 against
SCOTT HEIDE/COURTESY PHOTO
the Jumbos in their last nine
Senior second-baseman Denis Hogan clings to the bag after suc¬
meetings.
cessfully swiping second base.

In Times of Desperation, Batesies Must Have Hope
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

introduced a men’s soccer team as the
school’s fourth sport. Since then, Bates
has added 21 other teams and suffered
only 13 cumulative losing seasons. In
fact, the school hasn’t suffered two ag¬
gregate losing seasons in a row since
the ’82-’83 and ’83-’84 school years.
Fine. What about contemporary
success?
Bates posted it’s second highest
composite winning percentage and set
the school record for most wins in a
school year in the 2004-2005 season,
just three years ago, when the afore¬
mentioned Bates teams went a com¬
bined 176-115-3 (.605).
Winning streaks? Women’s basket¬
ball went 136-62 (.687) from the ’96-’97
season to the ’05-’06 season, women’s
soccer went 74-33 (.692) from 2000 to
2005, men’s lacrosse was 43-10 (.811)
from 1984 until 1987 and field hockey
went 43-3-2 (.935) from 1967 to 1973.
While field hockey’s winning per¬
centage over that span puts the save
percentage of an NHL goalie to shame,
they aren’t even the best team in school
history. The squad with the best record?
You probably didn’t guess it: volleyball.
The volleyball team went 311-50 (.861)
from 1985 to 1993, boasts an overall re¬
cord of 827-358 (.698) and has won 30
or more games 10 times in it’s 41-year
history.
Okay, so there have been highlights.
But how many of those wins came
against schools in the U-Maine system?
How does Bates stack up against the
rest of the conference?
There have been 291 NESCAC
Championships in the history of the
conference, and Bates has had teams
eligible to compete in 273 of them.
The NESCAC has only 11 members and
Bates has won a total of 12 NESCAC

championships. That’s a success rate of
less than five percent. With 25 NESCAC
Championships this year, in an equal
world, each school would win approxi¬
mately two championships a year. Bates
hasn’t claimed a conference crown since
women’s soccer did so in 2004.
At first glance, those numbers don’t
look very good.
Fortunately, the NESCAC is not a
conference wrought with parity. Wil¬
liams College has won 42 percent of the
NESCAC Championships. No, I don’t

mean the Purple Cows have won 42
percent of the championships in which
they have played. Williams has won 42
percent of the NESCAC Championships
that have ever occurred.
The Ephs have over twice as many
championships (123) as the school sec¬
ond on the list, which is Middlebury
with 50 (.172). Following Williams and
Middlebury is Amherst with 32 (.110),
then Trinity (24, .082), Bowdoin (20,
.069), Tufts (14, .048), Bates (12, .044),
Colby (9, .031), Hamilton (3, .010), Wes¬
leyan (3, .010) and finally Conn. Col¬
lege with a whopping zero NESCAC
Championships to their credit.

Of THIS WEEK

Eric Hood Eric Hood went
5-7 with 5 runs, 3
RBI, 2 doubles and
a 2-run-homerun in
Bates5 double-header
against the University
of Maine Presque Isle
this weekend. He bat¬
ted ,417 with a slug¬
ging percentage of
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Like Wall Street’s plummeting stock
prices, it would seem our sports teams
are spiraling out of control. The combi¬
nation of dissatisfied captains and dis¬
connected athletes coupled with one of
the worst statistical seasons in the past
30 years has all the makings of a fire sale.
But we aren’t day traders or reactionary
peons of the system. As Bobcats, we’re
in it for the long run. We aren’t going to
liquidate our holdings and run to some
flashy new tech company, transferring
to a Middlebury or a Trinity. Let us not

Bates’ record: 16-42-1.
Winning percentage: .276.
Percentage of NESCA(
Teams in the NESCAC
NESCAC Championships ip
NESCAC Championshij
Bates NESCAC Champj
Percentage of Bates N1
Williams NESCAC Championships: 12:
Pctg. of Williams NESCAC Championships: 42.
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Thus, it would seem that the prob¬
lem lies not as much with our college
but perhaps with the conference in
which we participate.
Nevertheless, Bates’ athletic pro¬
gram is far from perfect. While I can
sit here, safe and sound, hiding behind
my words, recently computed statistics
and the soft white glow of my laptop
screen, my journalistic nitpicking means
nothing in comparison to the testimony
of the athletes themselves.
I took a polling of Bates’ varsity

.BAfES.EDU/C0URTE6Y PHOTO
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captains from the fall and winter sea¬
sons to see what they thought of the
current state of Bates athletics. I heard
back from some and heard nothing
from others, but on the whole I gath¬
ered that athletes at this school feel
generally detached from the decision¬
making process and snubbed by the
school’s administration.
The exception to this rule is Kevin
McHugh. Bobcat captains seemed to
universally rave about the new ath¬
letic director, citing his commitment to
achieving Bates success on and off the
field and his accessibility to the athletes
themselves.
Unfortunately, captains also ex¬
pressed confusion and suspicion over
recruiting; others cited the need for
new uniforms and equipment and there
seemed to exist a universal consensus
that the College’s facilities were hope¬
lessly out of date. Said one varsity cap¬
tain, “I would rather pay a local gym
to work out than use the weight room
offered by one of the most elite schools
in the country.”

panic, selling our college, the adminis¬
tration, our coaches and players down
the figurative river. Tough times, they
come to us all. We need to be strong
and wait it out. Things will get better.
Then again, maybe this is the end.
Maybe the sports market at Bates
crashes. Anarchy rules. President Han¬
sen achieves the jock-free society of
which she has always dreamed. Bates
adds four ceramics classes to the course
catalogue, issues monogrammed berets
instead of Nalgenes to all first-year stu¬
dents, changes the cardio room to a
painting studio and transfers funding
normally delegated to the baseball team
to the foundation of Bates’ first philhar¬
monic orchestra.
I don’t believe this will happen. I
have faith in our administration. They
are committed to keeping students
happy, attracting intelligent, creative
and athletic future classes, boosting the
school’s ranking and perhaps most of
all making money. I believe (and they
should too) that an elite athletic pro¬
gram is crucial in achieving all of these

goals.
While this is my last column of the
year, barring expulsion following the
publication of this artiqle it will not be
the last of my career. Nevertheless, I am
feeling a little high off my impending
freedom and I think I am going to end
2008 swinging.
I don’t think E.T.H. is committed to
athletic success, and neither do the ma¬
jority of Bates’ captains. President Hans¬
en, if this is not the case, you have done
nothing to communicate otherwise.
We are never going to attract choice
Divison I talent, so we need not worry
about hoopsters leaving early for the
draft or grid-iron stars transferring to
other schools for a better shot at a start¬
ing position. For the most part, Batesies
are here to stay. So please, get us a Divi¬
sion III version of Vince Young. Is that
so much to ask for? A blazing 40-time,
lightning reflexes and a cannon arm?
He will graduate and his exploits
on the field will put money back into
the school. Regardless of the feasibil¬
ity of a player like that in our football
team’s current system, he would be fun
to watch. We could hold bake sales to
fund our coach’s recruiting trips. I will
trade Vince the Bobcat my off-campus
single for his triple in Parker, serve him
his meals in Commons, introduce him
to girls (because I know a ton of girls)
and drive him wherever he wants to
go.
When schools commit to improv¬
ing their sports teams, there are imme¬
diate benefits, tangible and otherwise,
in nearly every category. Good sports
teams attract better athletes and a
greater quantity of intelligent students
and faculty members who simply enjoy
spectator sports. For proof of this for¬
mula’s success, one need look no fur¬
ther than Duke or Stanford.
Sports, like stocks, are cyclical. The
savvy investor buys when times are bad
in anticipation of the next boom. Per¬
haps we too should take stock in our
currently crappy teams, attending la¬
crosse and softball games and familiar¬
izing ourselves with first-year athletes
and the 2008-2009 team captains in
hopes that things will get better. After
all, they are the future.
A new sun is rising Bates. Better
luck next year.

Playing Dead,
Bates Back to
Life with Pair
of Quick Wins
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

perience for some of the young talent.
Saturday’s contest featured an Am¬
herst team that looked to drop the
Bobcats to 0-3 in NESCAC play, but in¬
stead found themselves with their first
loss of the season. Behind his stellar,
defense, senior Co-Captain Will Paddock totaled 10 saves, while allowing
only 1 goal in each quarter. The solid
defense allowed the offense to control
the pace of the game without being
rushed into poor shots. Bates won the
game 9-4.
On the offensive end, the Bobcats
were paced yet again by Moore with 2
goals, while sophomore Mike Nadler
added 2 of his own. Simon and Morin
added 1 goal and 1 assist apiece to add
to the offensive totals for the Bobcats.
The two wins bring the Bobcats’
record to 2-5 overall (1-2 NESCAC).
With their first two wins of the
season behind them, Bates will look
to make it three in a row when they
face Williams on the road in a NESCAC
contest this Saturday.

I-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT

Junior Nate Kellogg picks up his man in Saturday's game against Amherst.
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A Step in the Right Direction

The State
of Bates
Athletics
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

I-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT

Senior Bryan Frates takes the ball up the field against Amherst. Frates scored Bates’ first goal in the first minute of the 9-4 win.

HARRY POOLE
STAFF WRITER

With five consecutive losses to
start the season, the men’s lacrosse
team took advantage of two home
games to get back in the win column.
The Bobcats played two games at

MacDuffe Field this past week, one on
Wednesday against The University of
Southern Maine and a NESCAC game
on Saturday against Amherst.
Wednesday’s game was, simply
put, a complete blowout. While the fi¬
nal score of 19-3 is the most obvious
indicator, the box score further high¬

Women’s Tennis Beats
Colby for First Win
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The drought has ended.
On Tuesday, March 18, the Bobcats
ended a streak of tough losses with an
impressive 6-3 victory over in-state rival
Colby.
In doubles, top pair Alex Piacquad
TO and Co-Captain Caryn Benisch ’09
shut out the competition in a clean 8-0
sweep. The second-seeded pair, com¬
prised of Co-Captain Mallika Raghavan
’08 and Liz Fleming ’08, followed suit
with an 8-4 win of their own.
In singles, Bates hit home a
1-2-3-4-punch of successive wins at the
top of the ladder, with Fleming sealing
a come-from-behind win in the third
game.
Benisch in particular is basking in
the glory of her team’s first 2008 win,
as Tuesday’s match also marks the first
time in her collegiate career that Be¬

nisch has seen the Bobcats defeat the
Mules.
“We proved to ourselves that when
we go out and compete for every ball,
we will see the results we want in the
final score,” said Benisch. “If we go into
every match looking to compete on
every ball and confident that grit and
heart will get us the results we want,
like it did against Colby, we will be hard
to beat.”
Confident in the depth of their lad¬
der, the team will begin the bulk of their
NESCAC competition with optimism
and aggression, looking to make up for
a string of es earlier this season.
With the majority of their confer¬
ence matches yet to be played, Bates
holds a promising 1-1 record as they
head into the heart of their schedule.
The Bobcats will take this momentum
with them as they press on to host a
conference match against Tufts next
Sunday, March 30.

Women’s Lacrosse
Loses to Amherst,
Winless in Conference
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the women’s lacrosse
team lost 8-4 to Amherst’s Lord Jeffs
in Amherst, Mass. The match was just
Bates’ second in-conference game so
far this season.
The game was scoreless for the first
three minutes until first-year Briana
Gross put Bates on the scoreboard with
a goal. Amherst was quick to answer
Gross’ goal, and with 3 consecutive
goals they took the lead. Gross then
scored again, followed by a goal from
first-year Abby Saucier to tie the game
3-3- Refusing to enter the half with
the score tied, Amherst scored 3 more
goals to enter the half with a 6-3.
The second half saw much less
scoring. The first goal came 16 minutes
in from junior Caroline Thomas but
was answered by 2 more goals from
the Lord Jeffs that gave them an 8-4
lead, which they held for the remain¬
der of the contest. Bates goalie Mara
A

Krueger ’ll recorded 9 saves for the
Bobcats.
With this weekend’s match com¬
pleted, Amherst moves to 5-0 on the
season, 2-0 in the conference. Bates
falls to 1-3 on the year and is still look¬
ing for their first conference win of the
season. Despite having played in only
two conference matches thus far this
season, Bates will have the chance to
improve their record with their upcom¬
ing matches.
Thomas currently leads all Bobcat
scorers with 12 goals and 4 assists on
the season. She has a shooting percent¬
age of .524. Maciewicz is next on the
list with 8 goals and 5 assists. She is
shooting a scorching .615.
Junior Lauren Kruck led the team
in ground balls coming into the game
with 10.
This Thursday, the Bobcats will play
University of New England followed
shortly by Williams College on Friday,
Trinity on Saturday and rival Colby in
^ early April.
^

lights the Bobcats’ dominance. The
Bobcats out-shot USM by a wide mar¬
gin of 52 to 16 while also out-hustling
the Huskies by picking up 49 ground
balls compared with USM's 25.
The Bobcats were paced by senior
Justin Simon (3 goals) and junior Tyler
Moore (3 goals), with senior Captain

Brent Morin, junior Nate Kellogg and
junior Alex Cronstein all chipping in 2
goals apiece. While USM proved to be
no match for the Bobcats, it was cer¬
tainly good to get the offense roaring
as well as provide some in-game exSee PLAYING DEAD, page 7

Softball Drops DoubleHeader, Still Winless
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Merely knee-deep in the 2008
schedule, the softball team contin¬
ues to search for this season’s break¬
through victory.
This past weekend, the team wel¬
comed the official start of spring on
March 21 with a double-header against
Rhode Island College. Facing off on
RIC’s diamond, Bates was left score¬
less in the day’s first defeat, which
ended 8-0. The Bobcats showed signs
of life in the second game, scoring 3
runs. Bates even took the first lead of
the game, 1-0, as Val Beckwith ’09 had
an RBI single in the third inning to
get Bates on the board. As the lead
began to slip, Captain Stacia Saniuk
’09 belted her first homerun of the
season to keep the momentum going,
tying the game at two-apiece. In the

end, the team’s efforts to keep up with
their competitors were to no avail as
Rhode Island fired back with a slew
of unanswered runs. Beckwith, in ad¬
dition to her go-ahead RBI, ended the
day 3-7 at the plate, while sophomore
Jill Cappucci made strides of her own,
with 2 hits in the second game.
Rookie pitcher Sarah Cullun ’ll
took the mound in game one, lasting
5 innings and letting up 5 runs, as fel¬
low first-year Heather Dwan took over
in game two, striking out two and giv¬
ing up 5 runs on 6 hits.
The team is scheduled to face Trin¬
ity College on March 28 in a late after¬
noon match-up, directly followed by a
doubleheader against the Bantams the
next day. The March 22 doubleheader
against Brandeis University was post¬
poned to an indefinite date due to bad
weather.

Men’s Tennis on FourGame Winning Streak
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

The men’s tennis team finished off
another successful week with wins
over Colby College and the Univer¬
sity of Southern Maine. The Bobcats,
who have won four straight matches,
are now 7-2 on the season and 7-1 in
Division III play.
Bates started off the week with a
7- 2 win over NESCAC rival Colby. The
Bobcats won two of three doubles
matches and five of six Singles match¬
es against the Mules. Junior Co-Cap¬
tain Ben Stein and sophomore Amrit
Rupasinghe won first doubles, 8-2.
Sophomore Zach Fenno and senior
Daniel Acosta won second doubles,
8- 6, while sophomores Max Berger
and Michael Reiss lost a close match,
9- 8. In singles competition, Stein won
6-1, 6-1, Reiss 6-3, 6-0, Berger 6-1,
6-3, Fenno 6-0, 6-0 and Acosta 7-5,
6-4. Rupasinghe lost his singles match
6-4, 3-6, 7-6.
Three day later, Bates traveled to
USM and defeated the Huskies 9-0.
The Bobcats dominated play, winning
all six singles matches and all three
of the doubles matches. Rupasinghe
and Stein won first doubles 8-4, Fen¬

no and Acosta won second doubles
8-2, and Reiss and sophomore Ryan
Mannelly won third doubles 8-3. Ju¬
nior Co-Captain Mike Sherman came
back from an injury and played his
first match of the spring season. Sher¬
man hadn’t lost a step, cruising to an
easy 6-0, 6-0 victory in fifth singles
play. Acosta, playing fourth singles,
also didn’t lose a game, winning 6-0,
6-0.
On March 18, two days before
Bates dismantled Southern Maine, the
ITA (Intercollegiate Tennis Associa¬
tion) released its Division III rankings,
placing the Bobcats 28th nationally
and seventh in the Northeast region.
The men’s tennis team still has sev¬
en matches remaining and knows the
season is far from over. The team is
hopeful that they can reach the NCAA
Championships hosted by Bates.
“We are playing good ball as a
team...however we haven’t accom¬
plished anything yet,” said Sherman.
“Our team’s goal is to make it to the
NCAA Finals Elite 8 Championships
to be held at Bates in May... we are
going to work as hard as we can to
make it and play on our home courts
against the best teams in the coun¬
try.”
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Rumors. Bates loves
rumors. The Bobcat gossip mill treads
faster than Daryl Strawberry tracking a
fly ball during his coke phase.
Amidst reports that Commons puts
laxatives in our food and E.T.H is actu¬
ally a fembot, there exists a longstand¬
ing Bates rumor that our school has a
below average athletic program. In fact,
I believe below average is being kind. I
think the majority of our student body
would label Bates athletics as downright
pathetic.
I have to confess that in light of this
past school year’s athletic accomplish¬
ments, I too have experienced feelings
of dismay with the local sporting scene.
In fact, I set out writing this column (my
last of the school year) to sum up Bates’
seemingly dismal 2007-2008 campaign
and perhaps forward a plea to the ad¬
ministration to rescue Bates sports.
Despite a flurry of individual suc¬
cesses, it has been a tough year for the
majority of our teams. Certainly, there
are exceptions. Both basketball teams
made the playoffs and both squash
teams experienced periods of domi¬
nance. Bobcats excelled on the indi¬
vidual stage at Indoor Track and Field
Nationals, Women’s Swimming and Div¬
ing Nationals and NCAA Skiing Champi¬
onships. But what about victories here
in Lewiston? What about the school’s
premier spectator sports? The would-be
moneymakers if this were a Division I
scWbol?
Men’s basketball, women’s basket¬
ball, field hockey, football, men’s soccer
women’s soccer, men’s squash, women’s
squash, volleyball, men’s tennis, wom¬
en’s tennis, men’s lacrosse, women’s la¬
crosse, baseball and softball have com¬
bined to go 94-115-2 so far this school
year. That’s a winning percentage of
.450, the College’s worst mark since
going 76-93-2 (.450) in the 1977-1978
season, when the school didn’t have
a men’s squash, women’s squash or a
women’s soccer team.
Even bleaker seeming, Bates teams
posted a 16-42-1 record in the NESCAC
this year. That’s a winning percentage of
.276, meaning Bates lost nearly 73 per¬
cent of its conference matches.
In many ways these numbers are
flawed. They obviously fail to account
for all of the teams that don’t quantify
their achievements with traditional winloss records, namely, cross-country, track
and field, golf, swimming and rowing.
Six teams with win-loss records have
yet to complete - and in many cases,
have just begun - their spring seasons.
And numbers in general fail to capture
the intangibles of how a team played or
progressed.
Furthermore, the actual mathemat¬
ics of these calculations makes for mis¬
leading results. A particularly devastat¬
ing season for a Bates team with a lot of
games on its schedule can cripple the
College’s aggregate record, while a team
with fewer games can have an astound¬
ing season and the College can still lose
more games than it wins. For example,
if the volleyball team has an off year,
Bates is almost guaranteed to have an
aggregate losing record as volleyball
plays nearly 50 games. But if the foot¬
ball team gets a dynamic quarterback
and goes 8-0 (someone who matters
please take note of this suggestion),
those eight wins won’t necessarily have
a large impact on the school’s compos¬
ite win-loss record.
Obviously it goes both ways. If vol¬
leyball wins 40 games and every other
team goes 5-6, numerically Bates is still
likely to have a winning season. But if
the football team goes 0-8, the College
can still post a respectable mark.
The system isn’t perfect, but it is
interesting. The fact • that Bates had
its worst overall win-loss record in 30
years and its second worst record since
the College’s three-sport era is difficult
to ignore.
Nevertheless, it’s hasty for us to be
so shortsighted. Does one bad season
signify the demise of the program or
epitomize the school’s athletic history?
I was inclined to answer “yes.” But
upon some further statistical analysis,
it seems the answer is more compli¬
cated.
Bates has had men’s basketball,
football and baseball teams since before
the Big Bang. But in 1962, the College
See IN TIMES OF DESPERATION, page 7

